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Author:	Hurtado (D) 
Introduced:	2/14/24  
Vote:	21 
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SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE:  6-0, 4/3/24
AYES:  Newman, Ochoa Bogh, Cortese, Gonzalez, Smallwood-Cuevas, Wilk
NO VOTE RECORDED:  Glazer

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: Senate Rule 28.8
 
SUBJECT:	Community colleges:  registered nursing programs
SOURCE:	College of the Sequoias 
[bookmark: AnalysisBegin]DIGEST:
	This bill adds living in a medically underserved area or population as a factor for consideration in the multicriteria screening tool used for admission into an impacted registered nursing program at a California Community College (CCC). It also extends the sunset date by five years for provisions relating to admission procedures.
ANALYSIS:  
Existing law:

1. Authorizes a CCC registered nursing program, if it determines that the number of applicants to the program exceeds its capacity, to admit students to the program using a multicriteria screening process, a random selection process, or a blended combination of random selection and a multicriteria screening process, as specified. (Education Code (EC) § 78261.3)

1. Requires a CCC that elects to use a multicriteria screening process to evaluate applicants to apply those measures in accordance with all of the following: 

1. The criteria applied in a multicriteria screening process will include, but are not limited to: 

i) Academic degrees or diplomas held by an applicant;

ii) Grade-point average in relevant coursework;

iii) Any relevant work or volunteer experience; 

iv) Life experiences or special circumstances of the applicants as defined; and

v) Proficiency in advanced-level coursework in languages other than English, as defined.

1. Additional criteria such as a personal interview, a personal statement, a letter of recommendation, or a number of repetitions of prerequisite classes may be included but are not required.

1. Additional criteria may include the use of a diagnostic test. (EC § 78261.5(a) and (b))

1. Sunsets these provisions relating to admission to community college nursing programs on January 1, 2025. (EC § 78261.5(e))

1. It further requires that the CCC Chancellor report annually to the Legislature and the Governor on students admitted to community college registered nursing programs through a multicriteria screening process, as provided. (EC § 78261.3 and § 78261.5)

This bill:

1. Adds living in a medically underserved area or population, as designated by the federal health resources and services administration, to the list of life experiences or special circumstances specified for consideration in a multicriteria screening tool used for admission into an impacted registered nursing program at a CCC. 

1. Extends the sunset date relating to admission procedures by five years, from January 1, 2025, to January 1, 2030.

Comments

1. Need for the bill.  According to the author, “SB 1183 seeks to address disparities in access to nursing education by acknowledging and accommodating the unique circumstances faced by individuals residing in medically underserved areas or populations, while also ensuring continued access to nursing education opportunities beyond the existing sunset date. I've had the privilege of hearing the stories of individuals whose dreams of becoming nurses have been hindered by systemic barriers. Through conversations with aspiring nurses from medically underserved areas, I've come to understand the challenges they face—limited access to quality healthcare, educational resources, and opportunities for advancement. We're opening doors that were once closed, paving the way for a more diverse and inclusive healthcare workforce that reflects the communities it serves. Extending the provisions until 2030 is more than just a legislative decision; it's a commitment to the future of healthcare in California. It's a promise to generations of aspiring nurses that their dreams are valid and achievable, regardless of where they come from or the challenges they've overcome. With SB 1183, we're not just addressing healthcare workforce shortages; we're building a brighter, more equitable future for all Californians.”

1. Enrollment management. When more applicants qualify for admission than there are enrollment slots, CCC nursing programs must decide which applicants to admit. Current law allows a college to admit students through a random selection process or a multicriteria screening process. CCCs that elect to use a multi-criteria screening process to evaluate applicants must do so based on specified criteria. Those criteria relate to the academic performance, work or volunteer experience, foreign language skills, life experiences, and special circumstances of the applicant. This evaluative screening process is meant to reduce program attrition rates at the CCCs while maintaining diversity. In the coming year, the requirement to use specified criteria to evaluate applicants will expire. This bill proposes an extension of the sunset date. 

1. Medically underserved area or population designated by a federal agency. This bill proposes the inclusion of living in a medically underserved area or population as a factor in the evaluation process. These students may offer a unique perspective based on where they live and experience accessing health care that could help serve communities lacking adequate health care. Underserved areas are to be identified using the federal health resources and services administration’s designations for medically underserved areas or populations. This federal agency holds data on geographic areas and populations that lack access to primary care services. Its purpose, as stated on their official website, is to provide equitable health care to the nation’s highest-need communities.

Related/Prior Legislation

SB 895 (Roth, 2024) requires the CCC Chancellor’s office to develop, until January 1, 2031, a CCC Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing Pilot Program that authorizes 15 CCC districts selected by the CCC Chancellor’s office to offer a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. The bill further requires the Legislative Analyst’s Office to conduct and submit to the legislature an evaluation of the pilot program, as specified. SB 895 is scheduled to be heard in this committee on April 24, 2023. 
FISCAL EFFECT:	Appropriation:	No	Fiscal Com.:	Yes	Local:	No
SUPPORT:	(Verified	4/17/24)
College of the Sequoias (source)
Adventist Health System West
Altura Centers for Health
American Nurses Association/California
San Jose-Evergreen Community College District
Sierra View Medical Center
West Hills College District
OPPOSITION:	(Verified	4/17/24)
None received
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