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	This resolution recognizes the month of April 2024 as American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month.
ANALYSIS:	This resolution makes the following legislative findings:
1) California is home to several prominent Muslim figures who continue to make significant contributions to the State of California and the United States as business owners, legal professionals, doctors, engineers, teachers, farmers, civil rights leaders, humanitarians, and athletes, and in many other great, notable capacities.
2) The history of Islam in this country dates back to before its founding, originating with enslaved Africans who brought their Muslim beliefs with them to the Americas and who later contributed in numerous ways to the founding of the nation, and there are today millions of American Muslims, both immigrant and native born, of diverse backgrounds and beliefs. Approximately 1,000,000 American Muslims currently reside in California, the highest number of any state in the United States.
3) American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month (AMAAM) has been held annually in August since its inception in 2016 and is being moved to the month of April in order to fall within the K–12 school year to allow students from all faiths and backgrounds the opportunity to engage with, commemorate, and further their understanding of American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month.
This resolution now recognizes the month of April 2024 as American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month.
Comments
According to the author: 
SCR 133 – American Muslim Appreciation Month
Muslims are racially, ethnically, and culturally diverse. 
While Muslims remain a persistent target of violence and hate crimes, it is important to uplift this community and their many contributions to California and the United States.
As recently as 2022, the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training utilized as a training tool a video depicting Muslims inside prisons as likely to radicalize and form extremist organizations that could attack United States targets, perpetuating anti-Muslim sentiments among peace officers.
Muslims are inherently community workers. We build the resources we need, because we are so often overlooked and experience bias wherever we go. We are far more than the negative stereotypes that persist in the American imagination. We are business owners, legal professionals, doctors, engineers, teachers, farmers, humanitarians, athletes, comedians, musicians, filmmakers, artists, and policymakers.
We are dreamers, creative thinkers, problem solvers, and doers. 
Moving American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month to April allows organizations across the state to align their programming to the K-12 school year calendars, and will help increase awareness of Muslims, their long history in the United States, and how they continue to positively impact California and our nation. 
Related/Prior Legislation
The following are the most recent measures proclaiming American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month:
HR 130 (Quirk, 2022) declared the month of August 2022 as American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly
HR 58 (Quirk, 2021) declared the month of August 2022 as American Muslim Appreciation and Awareness Month. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly.

FISCAL EFFECT:	Appropriation:	No	Fiscal Com.:	No	Local:	No
SUPPORT:	(Verified	 4/16/24)
Council on American-Islamic Relations
OPPOSITION:	(Verified	 4/16/24)
None received
[bookmark: FloorVoteSummary]Prepared by:  Holly Hummelt / SFA / (916) 651-1520
4/17/24 13:55:23
****  END  ****


