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SUBJECT:	Adult Education Week
SOURCE:	California Adult Education Administrators Association
	California Council for Adult Education
[bookmark: AnalysisBegin]DIGEST:
  This resolution proclaims the week of April 7 through April 13, 2024, as Adult Education Week, and would salute the teachers, administrators, classified staff, and students of adult education programs statewide, honoring their efforts, persistence, and accomplishments.
ANALYSIS:  This resolution makes the following legislative findings:
1) The first recorded adult education class in California was held in the basement of St. Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco in 1856. The class was authorized by the San Francisco Board of Education to teach English to Irish, Italian, and Chinese immigrants. John Swett, who was the first volunteer teacher for the class, later became a California State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
2) Adult schools have been used on numerous occasions to assist the state as it dealt with significant social, political, and economic issues through job training programs during World War II, immigration reform of the 1980s, and, most recently, the Great Recession.
3) In the 2022–23 school year, over 113,000 adult learners enrolled in high school diploma or equivalency classes and another 69,000 enrolled in adult basic education classes. Adult schools provide a way for adults to complete secondary studies and obtain a high school diploma or equivalency at their own pace, and to prepare for and transition to postsecondary education and career training. 
4) In the 2022–23 school year, nearly 110,000 adult learners enrolled in career training classes. Adult schools provide short-term career and technical training for adults seeking changes or enhancements in their career pathway, especially for highly educated immigrants from other countries to integrate and use their prior skills and experience.
This proclaims the week of April 7 through April 13, 2024, as Adult Education Week and salutes the teachers, administrators, classified staff, and students of adult education programs statewide, honoring their efforts, persistence, and accomplishments.
Comments
According to the author:
I am proud to author Assembly Concurrent Resolution 157, which proclaims April 7 through April 13, 2024, as Adult Education Week.  Adult education is a public education program offering free to low-cost classes for adults 18 and older in high school equivalency, basic skills, English as a Second Language, citizenship, and short term career technical education training.  It provides important access to programs supporting immigrant integration and job retraining that will be critical as we navigate the current economic downturn and to insulate against the potential for an actual recession.
Related/Prior Legislation
The following are the most recent measures proclaiming Adult Education Week:
· ACR 31 (Pacheco, Resolution Chapter 40. Statutes of 2023).
· ACR 163 (Medina, Resolution Chapter 51, Statutes of 2022).
· SCR 25 (Hurtado, Resolution Chapter 62, Statutes of 2021).
FISCAL EFFECT:	Appropriation:	No	Fiscal Com.:	No	Local:	No
SUPPORT:	(Verified	4/15/24)
California Adult Education Administrators Association (co-source)
California Council for Adult Education (co-source)

OPPOSITION:	(Verified	4/15/24)
None received
[bookmark: FloorVoteSummary]Prepared by:  Russell Manning / SFA / (916) 651-1520
4/17/24 13:55:19
****  END  ****



