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Majority vote
SUMMARY
Clarifies the number of meetings that a member of a legislative body may attend remotely pursuant to the Ralph M. Brown Act's teleconferencing requirements, as modified by AB 2449 (Blanca Rubio), Chapter 285, Statutes of 2022.
Major Provisions
This bill revises and recasts the number of meetings that a member of a legislative body may attend remotely under the provisions of AB 2449. Rather than specifying a percentage of meetings per year, this bill limits the number of meetings as follows:
Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less.
Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month.
Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or more times per month.
This bill also defines a "meeting" under the provisions of AB 2449 as any number of meetings that begin on the same calendar day.
COMMENTS
Responding to calls from local governments to provide increased flexibility to use teleconferencing, AB 2449 (Blanca Rubio), Chapter 285, Statutes of 2022, relieved a legislative body of a local agency from some of the teleconferencing requirements of the Brown Act, provided that a quorum of the legislative body participate in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, open to the public, and situated within the boundaries of the local agency's jurisdiction.
Among other parameters, AB 2449 allowed members of a legislative body to use alternative teleconferencing rules in two distinct situations: for "just cause" and for emergency circumstances.
AB 2449 also specified that its provisions shall not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for a period of more than three consecutive months or 20% of the regular meetings for the local agency within a calendar year, or more than two meetings if the legislative body regularly meets fewer than 10 times per calendar year.
According to the Author
Remote participation in local meetings has successfully increased access to local legislative bodies for members and the public. In light of this success, in 2022, AB 2449 (Rubio) expanded access to remote participation while simultaneously instituting guardrails that prevent members of these bodies from participating in meetings by teleconference from a remote location for more than 20% of the regular meetings within a calendar year. 
Unfortunately, current law is unclear about whether members of legislative bodies that treat multiple sessions on the same day as two separate meetings should count these sessions as one meeting or two meetings for the purposes of this law. [This bill] will clarify that multiple sessions on the same day are considered one meeting, ensuring that all local agencies are treated equally under the law.
Arguments in Support
The City of Pismo Beach, sponsor of this measure, writes "Current law establishes limits on the number of meetings a member may participate in solely by teleconference from a remote location, prohibiting such participation for a period of more than 3 consecutive months or 20% of the regular meetings for the local agency within a calendar year, or more than 2 meetings if the legislative body regularly meets fewer than 10 times per calendar year. [This bill] defines a "meeting" as any number of meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same calendar day, so that cities and members of the legislative body are not unfairly penalized for choosing to participate remotely. Currently, in some cities, closed session and open session City Council meetings count as two meetings. [This bill] clarifies that participating remotely in these consecutive meetings counts as "one" meeting toward their allocation for the year, consistent with the provisions in current law and the intent of AB 2449 (Rubio, 2022).
"By embracing remote meeting technologies under the Ralph M. Brown Act, California local agencies can enhance public engagement, streamline processes, and adapt to evolving circumstances while fulfilling their obligations under the Brown Act. By clarifying current remote meeting limits for local agency members, [This bill] allows for flexibility with remote meeting limits that was given in AB 2449 (Rubio, 2022)."
Arguments in Opposition
None on file.
FISCAL COMMENTS
None.
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