SR 83
 
Page  2
	[bookmark: _GoBack]SENATE RULES COMMITTEE
Office of Senate Floor Analyses
(916) 651-1520    Fax: (916) 327-4478
	SR 83


[bookmark: LocationBegin][bookmark: LocationEnd] THIRD READING 
Bill No:	SR 83
Author:	Wilk (R) and Portantino (D), et al.
Introduced:	4/1/24  
[bookmark: VoteInformation][bookmark: VotesEnd]Vote:	Majority 
SUBJECT:	Acknowledgment of the Tragedy of the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923
SOURCE:	Author
[bookmark: AnalysisBegin]DIGEST:
	This resolution designates the year 2024 as the “State of California Year of Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923”.
ANALYSIS:	This resolution makes the following legislative findings:
1) More than 1,500,000 Armenian men, women, and children were systematically exterminated in an effort to annihilate the Armenian nation in the first genocide of modern times, thousands of surviving Armenian women and children were forcibly converted and Islamized, and hundreds of thousands more were subjected to ethnic cleansing during the period of the modern Republic of Turkey from 1924 to 1937.
2) These crimes resulted in the permanent displacement of Armenians and other targeted communities from their historic homelands, leading to the usurpation of churches, cultural institutions, and property.
3) The Armenian nation survived despite the attempts at annihilation, including the Hamidian massacres, the Adana massacre, and the systematic genocide from 1915 to 1919.
4) The international community, including the United States, officially recognizes the Armenian Genocide, and it is crucial to continue educating people about these historical events.
5) Near East Relief played a vital role in delivering humanitarian assistance to survivors and rescuing over 1,000,000 refugees between 1915 and 1930.
6) California is home to the largest Armenian American population in the United States, contributing significantly to various fields. Recognizing the Armenian Genocide is crucial for preserving cultural and historic memory and preventing similar atrocities.
This resolution designates the year 2024 as the “State of California Year of Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923” to ensure proper commemoration and education through statewide events.
Related/Prior Legislation
The following are the most recent measures relative to the Acknowledgment of the Tragedy of the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923:
· SR 82 (Durazo, 2022) – adopted by the Senate.
· SR 29 (Archuleta, 2021) – adopted by the Senate.
FISCAL EFFECT:	Appropriation:	No	Fiscal Com.:	No	Local:	No
SUPPORT:	(Verified	4/16/24)
None received
OPPOSITION:	(Verified	4/16/24)
Assembly of Turkish American Associations
1 individual
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