SCR 131
 
Page  2
	[bookmark: _GoBack]SENATE RULES COMMITTEE
Office of Senate Floor Analyses
(916) 651-1520    Fax: (916) 327-4478
	SCR 131


[bookmark: LocationBegin][bookmark: LocationEnd] THIRD READING 
Bill No:	SCR 131
Author:	Min (D) 
Introduced:	4/8/24  
Vote:	21 
[bookmark: VoteInformation]SUBJECT:	Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month
SOURCE:   Author
[bookmark: AnalysisBegin]DIGEST:
  This resolution (1) declares that the Legislature commends Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders for their notable accomplishments and contributions to California; (2) recognizes April 2024 as Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month; (3) recognizes the role that Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders have played in the social, economic, and political development of California throughout the state’s history; and (4) encourages all federal, state, and local organizations to promote the preservation of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander history and culture, including the preservation of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander communities.
ANALYSIS:  This resolution makes the following legislative findings:
1) Making up more than 337,617 community members, the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) community in California has the largest and most diverse population of Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the contiguous United States. In comparison, the NHPI population of California was approximately 221,458 persons in 2000, and 289,873 persons in 2010. The NHPI population of today represents an increase of 44,840 persons, or 15.4 percent, from 2010 to 2020, and an increase of 113,255 persons, or 51.1 percent, from 2000 to 2020.
2) The Treaty of Paris formalized Guam as a United States territory in 1898 and was placed under the jurisdiction of the United States Navy, the United States assumed formal control of Hawai‘i following the passage of the Hawaiian Annexation in 1898, and American Samoa became a United States territory by deed of cession in 1900. Because of this, the Chamorros of Guam, the Kānaka Maoli of Hawai‘i, and the Samoans of American Samoa became subjects of the United States. As a result of the militarization on the Pacific Islands, according to AAPI Nexus, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders serve in the military at a higher rate than any other racial group in the United States. Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are the most overrepresented racial group among active duty members, making up a proportion of the military that is almost six times greater than their representation in the United States. Today, many Pacific Islanders are American citizens.
3) An influx of Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders arrived in California in the 1950s after World War II. Continued military service following World War II brought Pacific Islanders from the United States territories of American Samoa and Guam to California. Native Hawaiians and Tongans also came to California seeking economic opportunities, with many Tongans migrating to California via American Samoa. Many Pacific Islanders initially settled in southern California cities such as the Cities of Carson, Los Angeles, Long Beach, Oceanside, and San Diego, while others settled in the City and County of San Francisco. Most NHPI Californians today reside in the greater Sacramento, San Francisco, and Los Angeles areas.
4) Data from the Minority Business Development Agency shows that Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders continue to comprise a significant and growing part of our state’s and nation’s economy. Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are overrepresented in blue-collar occupations, such as food preparation workers, grounds maintenance workers, hand laborers, health care aides, military service people, security officers, store clerks, and transportation or delivery workers. Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders own over 8,800 employer firms across the state, creating more than 60,100 jobs for Californians. These NHPI-owned firms generated $8.8 billion in revenue in the year 2020 alone. The firms span all sectors, with the most prominent being construction, scientific and technical services, and accommodation and food services.
This resolution:
1) Commends Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders for their notable accomplishments and contributions to California, and recognizes April 2024 as Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.
2) Recognizes the role that Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders have played in the social, economic, and political development of California throughout the state’s history.
3) Encourages all federal, state, and local organizations to promote the preservation of NHPI history and culture, including the preservation of NHPI communities.
Related/Prior Legislation
The following are the most recent measures recognizing Asian and Pacific Islander American Heritage Month:
· SR 29 (Min, 2023) – Adopted by the Senate.
· HR (Low, 2023) – Adopted by the Assembly.
· SR 80 (Min, 2022) – Adopted by the Senate.
· HR 102 (Low, 2022) – Adopted by the Assembly.
· SR 32 (Pan, 2021) – Adopted by the Senate.
· HR 42 (Low, 2021) – Adopted by the Assembly.

FISCAL EFFECT:	Appropriation:	No	Fiscal Com.:	No	Local:	No
SUPPORT:	(Verified	4/15/24)
None received
OPPOSITION:	(Verified	4/15/24)
None received
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