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SUMMARY
Extends, from January 1, 2025 to January 1, 2030, the operation of the California New Motor Voter (NMV) program taskforce established by the Secretary of State (SOS) to advise the SOS and the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) on the effective implementation of the NMV program.
Major Provisions
 
COMMENTS
In 1993, the federal government enacted the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), commonly referred to as the "motor voter" law, to make it easier for Americans to register to vote and to remain registered to vote. One provision of the NVRA prohibits the voter registration portion of a driver's license (DL) application from requiring any information that duplicates information required in the DL portion of the form, other than a second signature or a statement attesting to the person's eligibility to register to vote. In the years following the enactment of the NVRA, California was not fully in compliance with the NVRA's prohibition on requiring duplicate information. 
AB 1461 (Gonzalez), Chapter 729, Statutes of 2015, known as the NMV program, provides automatic registration for every person who has a DL or state identification card and who is eligible to register to vote at the DMV, unless that person opts out. Under the NMV program, a DMV customer who attests to their eligibility and does not opt out is automatically registered to vote.
However, due to ongoing NVRA compliance challenges a lawsuit was filed, League of Women Voters v. Annis, which was settled in 2018. According to court documents, violations to the initial settlement agreement led to delays in registrations for thousands of voters and subsequent settlement updates requiring the state to modernize the voter registration process at the DMV.  The final settlement agreement expired in 2022. 
AB 796 (Berman), Chapter 314, Statutes of 2021, codifies various terms and best practices regarding the transmission of voter registration information from the expiring settlement agreement to address non-compliance with the NVRA and improve functionality of the NMV program. AB 796 also required, until January 1, 2025, the SOS to establish a taskforce to advise the SOS and DMV on effectiveness of the NMV program. According to the author and sponsors, several provisions of AB 796 will not go into effect until July 2025, and according to the DMV, may be delayed due to difficulty finding contractors to execute the necessary technical changes. This bill extends the taskforce sunset date to January 1, 2030.
Please see the policy committee analysis for a full discussion of this bill. 
According to the Author
"The National Voter Registration Act and California's New Motor Voter program have been instrumental in closing voter registration gaps by making it easier for eligible voters to register or update their registration when completing a driver's license and state identification card transaction. By improving the accuracy of millions of voters' mailing addresses and reducing reliance on in-person same day voter registration, these programs played a crucial role in increasing access to vote-by-mail and helped ensure that voters didn't have to choose between their health and their right to vote during the coronavirus pandemic. AB 2127 will ensure that the progress made under our New Motor Voter program will continue and ensure proper implementation of updates that will speed up processing of registration applications and bring California into compliance with the NVRA's deadlines."
Arguments in Support
The co-sponsors of this bill, American Civil Liberties Union California Action and the League of Women Voters of California, write in support: "Although the taskforce is scheduled to sunset January 1, 2025, the need for the taskforce will not end in 2025. Several important elements of AB 796 will not go into effect until July 2025, and according to the DMV may be delayed further. These include features to speed up processing of registration applications, to bring California into compliance with the NVRA's transmission deadlines, and to ensure that complete voter registration forms are processed even if a customer has outstanding DMV-only requirements such as an unpaid fee.
"The taskforce has a vital role in monitoring the rollout and implementation of these upcoming elements of AB 796. Moreover, it provides ongoing visibility into issues at the DMV by monitoring the timeliness of NMV transmissions and any system irregularities. The taskforce has also provided recommendations to reduce the number of eligible Californians who opt out of registration and has a crucial role in guiding and evaluating the effectiveness of these changes, which could take years to implement. Finally, a core duty of the taskforce is to consult with the [SOS] and the DMV to annually publish a report containing information about voter registration trends, transmission timelines, and irregularities in the NMV system. These reports are invaluable resources for the public, lawmakers, and advocates.
"AB 2127 will extend the NMV taskforce to January 2030, ensuring needed oversight of the NMV program, enabling California to further build on the program's successes, assisting the more than 4.5 million eligible but unregistered Californians to register to vote, and keeping California's voter rolls accurate and up to date."
Arguments in Opposition
None received.
FISCAL COMMENTS
According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee:
1)	No costs to the Secretary of State (SOS) to continue taskforce operations. However, this bill may result in minor cost pressures to the SOS if extending the taskforce past the January 1, 2025 sunset date precludes taskforce staff from undertaking other duties.
The Budget Act of 2022 provided $481,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2022-23 and $466,000 ongoing to the SOS for three positions to help implement specified NMV registration requirements, as well as to convene the taskforce, as required by AB 796 (Berman), Chapter 314, Statutes of 2021 (General Fund (GF)).  
2)	Minor ongoing costs to the DMV to continue taskforce participation. However, the DMV notes that future recommendations suggested by the taskforce may necessitate additional resources to implement. The Budget Act of 2022 included $1.4 million one-time to the DMV to implement provisions of AB 796 (GF).
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