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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to relinquish to the City of Laguna Beach a portion of State Route (SR) 1 that is located between Moro Ridge Road and Via Mentone if the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of Laguna Beach enter into an agreement providing for that relinquishment.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Potential one-time costs to Caltrans, ranging from minor to up to several million dollars, prior to the relinquishment of the designated segments of SR 1 to the City of Laguna Beach (State Highway Account). These costs would likely be offset in future years by avoided maintenance on the relinquished segment.
COMMENTS:
Legislation is required before any segment of state highway may be relinquished to another governmental entity. Relinquishment provides the recipient agency with greater control over a local transportation project and relieves Caltrans of any further responsibility to improve, maintain or repair infrastructure related to the relinquished segment of state highway.
SR 1 is a major north-south highway that runs along the California coast for over 600 miles.  The state has relinquished to local governments several portions of SR that, in the view of Caltrans, do not serve regional or statewide transportation needs.  
This bill proposes to relinquish to the City of Laguna Beach a segment of SR 1, provided the city and Caltrans enter into an agreement to do so.  The city is the sponsor of this bill and describes its efforts to make improvements to the segment of SR 1 to help reach local transportation and safety goals.  According to the author, the goal of this effort is “to accommodate motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, as well as to promote tourism and economic development and reflect the unique character of Laguna Beach.”  The author contends the city’s ability to make these improvement is limited by the state’s control of the segment of SR 1. 
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