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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill establishes, subject to appropriation, the Cal-Bridge Program, as an intersegmental partnership program between the California Community Colleges (CCC), the California State University (CSU), and the University of California (UC) to promote diversity in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields with the goal of increasing diversity in the STEM professorate and technology industry.
Specifically, this bill creates three discreet programs under the Cal-Bridge Program. Each is meant to build on the other to ultimately secure faculty or leadership positions for program participants. The three programs are:

1) The Cal-Bridge Undergraduate Program, which is to provide undergraduate students with faculty mentorship, financial support toward degree completion, professional development, and research opportunities.

2) The Cal-Bridge Doctoral Program, which is to provide doctoral students with financial support towards completing their PhDs, professional development, and mentorship by Cal-Bridge Program-participating faculty.

3) The Cal-Bridge Postdoctoral Program, which is to provide Cal-Bridge postdoctoral scholar positions to postdoctoral scholars, provide faculty member sponsors to Cal-Bridge postdoctoral scholars, and allow Cal-Bridge postdoctoral scholars to teach courses as the instructor of record.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Ongoing General Fund costs, depending on the number of Cal-Bridge Program participants served in the program. To serve about 200 scholars in the way envisioned by the author, costs would be about $12.8 million. To serve about 530 scholars, cost would be about $25.2 million. The author has submitted a budget request for this program, as described in comment #2.
According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
For the past ten years, the Cal-Bridge Program has brought together the three segments of the California higher education system (CCC, CSU, and UC) to provide a comprehensive, end-to-end pathway for California’s diverse STEM undergraduates to attain a PhD and join the state’s public university faculty. Cal-Bridge has already been proven successful—multiple graduates from this program have obtained tenure-track faculty jobs in the CSU and CCC systems…by codifying the Cal-Bridge Program, it will directly address the lack of STEM diversity in all levels of California’s higher education: undergraduate majors, doctoral (PhD) students, and the professoriate. By providing a suite of support (financial aid, intensive mentoring, professional development, and research opportunities) shown by research to promote success for students from groups historically underrepresented individuals in STEM education.
2) Background. The Cal-Bridge Program was founded in 2014 as a partnership between UC and CSU designed for CSU students interested in pursuing a PhD in STEM fields. The program has an executive director and is assisted by faculty and staff from various CSU and UC campuses. The Cal-Bridge Program recruits under-represented CSU and CCC students entering their junior year at a CSU. Once a student has joined, the student receives intensive faculty mentoring, substantial need-based scholarships up to $10,000 per year, professional development, and summer research opportunities.

The National Science Foundation funded the program until 2022. The 2022 budget act provided $5 million in General Fund dollars to the program and the 2023 budget act provided $4 million in General Fund dollars. 

This bill seeks to codify and expand the Cal-Bridge Program and is intended to be the implementing language for an accompanying budget request. Specifically, the author has submitted a budget request to the Legislature for consideration, totaling $90 million over five years. The author has requested $12.8 million be allocated to the program in the 2024 budget act. 
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