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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to consider requiring that the evaluation criteria for the adoption of instructional materials include content related to the Mendez versus Westminster School District of Orange County case the next time the State Board of Education (SBE) adopts instructional materials in history-social science for grades kindergarten through grade eight.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Minor and absorbable General Fund costs to the California Department of Education (CDE) to provide staff to support the IQC when it considers including this information the next time SBE adopts instructional materials in history-social science for kindergarten through grade eight.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the Westminster School District, a supporter of this bill:
California students will benefit from learning the trailblazing story of the Mendez family and the historic legacy of this pivotal court case. Mendez v. Westminster led to California becoming the first state to outlaw all public-school segregation, the end of segregated schools for Mexican-American children across the American Southwest, and paved the way for nationwide school desegregation by setting the legal and strategic precedent for Brown v. Board of Education.
2) Background. The IQC is a state advisory body responsible for advising the State Board of Education on matters related to curriculum and instruction. One duty of the IQC is to develop “curriculum frameworks” for approval by the SBE. Curriculum frameworks provide guidance to schools for implementing the state’s instructional content standards. The curriculum frameworks are also used by the IQC to establish criteria for its evaluation of instructional materials schools may use to teach the content standards for kindergarten through grade eight and to guide school district selection of instructional materials for grades nine through 12.  

This bill requires the IQC to consider including content on the case of Mendez versus Westminster School District of Orange County when it next adopts new instructional materials for history-social science. 

While the IQC typically has revised curriculum frameworks every decade or so, state law does not require adoption on any specific timeline. Currently, there is no timeline for when the IQC will next revise the history-social science framework or related instructional materials.

3) Related Legislation. AB 1821 (Ramos) requires the IQC to consider including content on the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during the Spanish colonization and Gold Rush periods when the history-social science curriculum framework or related materials are next revised. The bill is pending this committee.
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