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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the Secretary of State (SOS) to establish uniform filing forms for a candidate in a municipal election to use when filing nomination papers and a declaration of candidacy.
This bill also repeals obsolete voter registration procedures for new residents and citizens and makes other technical and conforming changes.
FISCAL EFFECT:
No costs to the SOS to establish uniform filing forms because a template already exists.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  The author contends the lack of uniformity of local nomination documents results in a more onerous and resource-intensive process for local election officials to verify requisite signatures.  According to the author, “This bill helps to streamline this process by requiring the [SOS] to establish uniform candidate filing forms to be used by all elections officials, including those administering municipal elections.”  The author also notes the implementation and expansion of conditional voter registration no longer necessitates procedures in law to allow an individual to register to vote if they became a citizen or state resident after the voter registration deadline, and thus proposes repealing such provisions of law.  This bill is sponsored by the California Association of Clerks and Election Officials.
2) Municipal Candidate Filing Documents.  Although existing law requires declarations of candidacy and nomination papers be in “substantially” the form prescribed in statute, there may be variations in the format of such documents among local jurisdictions.  This bill streamlines the local candidate filing process for election officials by requiring the SOS to establish uniform candidate filing forms for municipal elections.  
3) Prior Legislation.  AB 2577 (Bigelow), Chapter 148, Statutes of 2022, required the SOS to establish uniform filing forms for a candidate in a primary election to use when filing a declaration of candidacy and nomination papers.
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