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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill revises the existing submission and approval process for California Community College (CCC) baccalaureate program proposals by reducing the submission cycle to once per year and lengthening the review timeline.
Specifically, this bill:  
1) Sets a deadline of August 15 for CCC districts to submit proposals for new baccalaureate degree programs to the CCC Chancellor’s Office.

2) Provides the CCC Chancellor’s Office 90 days to review proposals and seek input from four-year institutions.

3) Provides the California State University (CSU) and the University of California (UC) 105 each days to submit with any written objections to proposals to the CCC Chancellor’s Office.

4) Upon receipt of any objections to proposals from UC or CSU, provides the CCC Chancellor’s Office up to 90 days to convene the CCC district submitting the proposal and the objecting CSU or UC to establish a written agreement.

5) Requires the CCC Chancellor’s Office to provide notification of approval or rejection of a proposed programs to CCC districts by June 15 of the following year.

FISCAL EFFECT:
No state cost.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
The CCC Chancellor’s Office and the CSU Chancellor’s Office have reported that the requirement to review proposals two cycles in a year within a short time period is cumbersome and hectic. AB 2305 revises the submission and approval process by reducing the submission cycle to once a year and lengthening the review timeline for each step of the process.  
2) Background. SB 850 (Block), Chapter 747, Statutes of 2014, authorized the CCC Board of Governors, in consultation with the CSU and the UC, to establish a baccalaureate degree pilot program. AB 927 (Medina), Chapter 565, Statutes of 2021, made the CCC baccalaureate program permanent. In addition, AB 927 set up an annual approval process for new CCC baccalaureate programs. The process requires a CCC district wishing to establish a baccalaureate program to submit a proposal to the CCC Chancellor’s Office by either January 15 or August 15 of a given year and requires the CCC Chancellor’s Office to provide an approval or rejection of the program proposal no later than May 31 or December 31 of that year, respectively. During the approval or rejection process, law requires various program proposal reviews take place, including a review by CSU and UC to determine whether the proposed program is duplicative of any existing baccalaureate programs they offer. If UC or CSU determine a proposed program is duplicative, they may submit an objection to the CCC Chancellor’s Office and the Chancellor’s Office is to convene the proposing CCC and the objecting CSU or UC to establish a written agreement.
This bill revises the submission and approval process by reducing the submission cycle to once a year and lengthening the review timeline.
The CCC Chancellor’s Office and CSU Chancellor’s Office indicate the current timelines have been difficult to meet and support the changes in this bill.  
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