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Urgency:  Yes	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the Medical Board of California (MBC) to extend the license of a physician in the Licensed Physicians and Dentists from Mexico Pilot Program (Program) for three years, and requires a license fee of an undetermined amount. The bill declares it is an urgency measure to ensure the physicians are able to provide continuity of care to patients they have been serving. 
FISCAL EFFECT:
MBC anticipates workload related to regulating the current population of physicians in the Program, covering enforcement complaints, investigations, and disciplinary operations. MBC states it may require additional temporary resources to assist with the continued workload for three years. The amount of resources MBC would need is unquantifiable; however, based on current renewal fees, MBC estimates costs are absorbable. 
MBC notes costs might not be absorbable if this bill prescribes a license fee that deviates from the Board’s current fees. The fee for a two-year physician and surgeon renewal is $1,151, and MBC assumes a renewal fee for Program licenses will be 50% greater than the two-year renewal fee, or $1,726.50 per licensee. This fee is projected to be sufficient to address any anticipated temporary resources required related to the regulation of licensees during their period of licensure.
 COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. This bill is sponsored by Clinicas de Salud del Valle de Salinas and the California Primary Care Association. According to the author: 

Perhaps the most urgent matter confronting the health care of our state and nation is ensuring that we have an adequate supply of doctors available to serve the diversity of our state and nation’s population. The shortage of physicians has only increased since 2000. AB 2864 ensures that the doctors that are already working in clinics and are serving patients are able to remain in their positions.  
2) Proposed Amendment – Proposed Licensing Fee. The author has proposed an amendment to make the licensing fee $1730, which MBC anticipates is sufficient to cover its costs for implementing the Program.
3) Background. AB 1045 (Firebaugh, Chapter 1157, Statutes of 2002) established the Program, which allows up to 30 physicians from Mexico specializing in family practice, internal medicine, pediatrics, and obstetrics and gynecology to practice medicine in California. The MBC issues three-year nonrenewable licenses to practice medicine to eligible licensed physicians from Mexico. The Program requires participating physicians from Mexico to comply with various education and practice requirements. 
The 30 physicians in the Program work in community health centers, serving a medically underserved population in working poor communities that are federally designated as health professional shortage areas or medically underserved areas. All of the 30 physicians are serving predominantly Latino farmworkers, essential workers with low and moderate incomes, and communities that are predominantly Black, Latino, working poor whites, Asians, and Native Americans. These communities have documented physician shortages and limited access to comprehensive primary health care services. The MBC contracted with the Center for Reducing Health Disparities at the University of California, Davis to conduct a three-year evaluation of the Program. Interviews of Program physicians and staff and administrators at the community health centers where Program physicians practice suggest Program physicians integrate well, improve access to health care, and increase patient trust.
According to the sponsor, seven of the Program physicians must renew their visas this calendar year and must have their medical licenses extended for three years to file a visa extension. 

4) Related Legislation. 	

a) AB 2860 (Garcia) splits the Program into the Licensed Physicians from Mexico Program and the Licensed Dentists from Mexico Pilot Program. AB 2860 is pending in this committee.

b) AB 1395 (Garcia), Chapter 205, Statutes of 2023, requires the MBC to issue a license to prospective Program physicians who do not currently possess federal documentation but otherwise meet the pilot program’s requirements, and authorizes the MBC to extend a Program participant’s license under certain conditions. AB 1396 (Garcia), of the current legislative session, was substantially similar to AB 1395 and was held in this committee.
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