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Majority vote
SUMMARY
Declares that the week of April 14, 2024, to April 20, 2024, inclusive, be designated as Mosquito Awareness Week.
Major Provisions
The United States Environmental Protection Agency recognizes that mosquito-borne diseases are currently among the world's leading causes of illness and death.  And, the World Health Organization estimates that more than 300 million clinical cases each year are attributable to mosquito-borne illnesses.
Excess numbers of mosquitoes and other vectors spread diseases, reduce the enjoyment of both public and private outdoor living spaces, reduce property values, hinder outdoor work, reduce livestock productivity, and have a negative impact on the environment.
West Nile virus is a mosquito-borne disease that can result in debilitating cases of meningitis and encephalitis, and death to humans, horses, avian species, and other wildlife.  In 2023, West Nile virus resulted in 19 human deaths in California and 425 individual cases in 34 counties.
Adequately funded mosquito and vector control, disease surveillance, and public awareness programs, coupled with best management practices on public and private lands, are the best ways to prevent outbreaks of West Nile virus and other diseases borne by mosquitoes and other vectors.
Professional mosquito and vector control, based on scientific research, has made great advances in safely reducing mosquito and vector populations and the diseases they transmit.
In 2019, the Legislature established the California Mosquito Surveillance and Research Program to support advanced data collection and analysis tools, such as the California Vectorborne Disease Surveillance System (CalSurv), and to foster collaborative research in vector control.
Mosquito and vector control districts throughout California work closely with the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the State Department of Public Health to reduce pesticide risks to humans, animals, and the environment while protecting human health from mosquito-borne and vector-borne diseases and nuisances.
Best management practices, emphasizing nonchemical approaches, have been developed to guide mosquito control that can significantly reduce mosquito populations for new developments and on state and private lands.
The public's awareness of the health benefits associated with safe, professionally applied mosquito and vector control methods will support these efforts, as well as motivate the state and the public to eliminate mosquito and vector breeding sites on public and private property.
Educational programs have been developed to include schools, civic groups, private industry, and government agencies in order to meet the public's need for information about West Nile virus, other diseases, and mosquito and vector biology and control.
Mosquito Awareness Week will increase the public's awareness of the threat of Zika, West Nile virus, and other diseases, and the activities of the various mosquito vector research and control agencies working to minimize the health threat within California, and will highlight the educational programs currently available.
COMMENTS
 
According to the Author
Mosquitoes are a global threat to public health, and in 2011, invasive mosquitoes were detected for the first time in California.  Invasive mosquitoes have spread to 24 counties around the state, and can transmit exotic diseases.  Mosquito and vector control districts have protected public health for over a hundred years in California and prevent diseases like West Nile virus from spreading.  It is critical to make the public aware of the threat of mosquitoes.
Arguments in Support
The Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California writes in support:  "Mosquito and vector control districts have been operating in California for 100 years and are a first line of defense in protecting the public health from mosquito and other vector-borne illnesses.  While mosquitoes are perceived as a mere nuisance, in reality, they are among the most effective transmitters of disease globally and in California.  In spite of the strides California has made in controlling the spread of mosquitoes, local mosquito control agencies now face new, invasive species of mosquitoes that are much more difficult to combat."
Arguments in Opposition
None on file.
FISCAL COMMENTS
No fiscal impact.  This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel.
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