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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
The California Board of Optometry (CBO) is authorized to permit and register a nonprofit or charitable organization to provide optometric services, through mobile optometric offices, to patients, regardless of the patients’ ability to pay. This bill extends the sunset date for the program to July 1, 2035. This bill also extends the date by which CBO must adopt regulations for the registry, from January 1, 2023, to January 1, 2026.  
FISCAL EFFECT:
No state costs. 
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. This bill is sponsored by Vision To Learn. According to the author:

Los Angeles Unified School District is the birthplace of Vision to Learn. Previous to the 2020 law, non-profit mobile optometric offices could only operate if they were affiliated with a school of optometry.  This limitation constrained non-profit vision care providers like Vision to Learn from legally serving populations that needed optometric care but were not receiving it.  While many optometrists take Medi-Cal and do their best to reach out to low-income patients, they can’t replicate the model used by non-profits who will bring a mobile clinic to a school, church or other community facility.  AB 2327 allows non-profit mobile optometric offices to continue to provide vital optometric services to ensure low- income students have the best chance possible to succeed in school and in life.

2) Background. Existing law allows healing arts licensees to deliver services through mobile health care units to the extent authorized by the governing body of the licensee. Previously, CBO regulations allowed optometrists to provide services through registered “extended optometric clinical facilities,” where optometry services were rendered outside or beyond the walls, boundaries, or precincts of the primary campus of the school and was restricted to facilities employed by an approved school of optometry as part of an approved school teaching program. 

Vision To Learn had provided more than 186,500 eye exams and more than 148,500 pairs of glasses to students and other Californians, regardless of income, between 2012 and 2020. However, there were concerns that the operation of Vision To Learn and similar programs was technically unsupported by statute or board regulation because the provision of services was technically unaffiliated with a school of optometry. This lack of clarity led to concerns relating to the possibility of enforcement action by the CBO against nonprofit optometry service providers. To resolve this lack of certainty the Legislature enacted AB 896 (Low), Chapter 121, Statutes of 2020. AB 896 established a registration program allowing nonprofits and charitable organizations to provide optometric services through mobile optometric offices to patients, regardless of the patients’ ability to pay.
AB 896 required the CBO to adopt regulations establishing a registry for the owners and operators of mobile optometric offices prior to January 2023; however, the CBO did not submit its notice of proposed regulatory action until December 2023, and those regulations are still pending. The safe harbor provision intended to protect nonprofits from enforcement action prior to the adoption of regulations expired in January 2023. 
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