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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  Yes
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Trainings (POST) to add information to its existing hate crimes training and requires specified state and local law enforcement agencies to incorporate additional information about gun violence restraining orders (GVROs) into their existing policies and standards. 
FISCAL EFFECT:
1) Minor and absorbable costs to POST to update its hate crimes guidelines and training materials.
2) One-time, absorbable costs to state law enforcement agencies to add the GVRO information included in this bill to existing policies and standards and make them available to all officers.  Ongoing costs of an unknown amount to update policies and standards to incorporate future changes in the law regarding GVROs.
3) Likely reimbursable costs (local funds, General Fund) to each municipal police department and county sheriff’s department.  One-time costs, possibly in the tens of thousands of dollars collectively, in staff time to add the GVRO information included in this bill to existing policies and standards and make them available to all officers.  Ongoing costs of an unknown amount to update the policies and standards to incorporate future changes in the law regarding GVROs.  Cost to the General Fund will depend on whether the Commission on State Mandates determines these are reimbursable expenses.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
With hate crimes on the rise, the Legislature must ensure that law enforcement officers know of all the tools available to prevent an escalation in hate-based violence. AB 2621 will ensure that our first responders are aware of the steps they can take to prevent hate-based tragedies from occurring by issuing a GVRO in response to hate crimes. It will also require them to update their policies and procedures around GVROs whenever the laws are changed going forward.
2) Background.  A GVRO is a restraining order issued by a court that temporarily prohibits a respondent from possessing or purchasing a firearm or ammunition.  A petition seeking a GVRO against a respondent may be filed by a law enforcement officer or the family member, employer, coworker, school employee, roommate, or romantic partner, among others, of the respondent.  If a court determines that a respondent poses a significant risk to themselves or others by having access to firearms or ammunition, the court may issue a GVRO that prohibits the respondent from possessing, purchasing, or attempting to purchase a firearm or ammunition.
This bill requires each specified state and local law enforcement agency to include additional information about GVROs in its existing policies and standards.  This includes information about whether a GVRO may be necessary in certain situations, assessing risk of violence before the expiration of a GVRO, and addressing violations of a GVRO.  The bill also requires each specified agency to update its policies and standards as needed, presumably on an ongoing basis, to incorporate changes in the law governing GVROs.
The bill also requires POST, which is responsible for setting the minimum training standards for California law enforcement officers, to add information about GVROs and additional types of hate crime waves to its existing hate crimes guidelines and course of instruction.  
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