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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to create an office to provide assistance and guidance to small school districts related to school facilities and construction.
Specifically, this bill requires CDE to establish an Office of Small School Facilities and Construction and assign staff to provide direct assistance and support to small school districts. Specifically, the office is to, upon request of a small school district, inform the district of laws and regulations applicable to small school districts, provide assistance in assessing school facilities, and provide technical assistance and other services. The bill further requires CDE to collaborate with the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) to provide assistance and guidance to small school districts in the identification, application, and acquisition of state school facilities funding for the construction and development of school facilities.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Ongoing General Fund costs, in the high-hundreds of thousands of dollars annually, to CDE to staff an Office of Small School Facilities and Construction. CDE indicates the office would require four new positions at an estimated annual cost of $763,000.
According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
With small school districts making up the vast majority of school districts (60%) in California, adequate state resources are needed to provide guidance and technical assistance to small school districts in navigating the application process for state school facilities funding to better meet the needs of their students, staff, and school boards.
2) Background. Public school facilities are typically funded through a combination of state and local general obligation bonds, developer's fees, local assessments, and, more recently, state General Fund dollars. OPSC administers state bond funds and other funds to schools for facility projects through the School Facility Program (SFP). The SFP then directs funding to projects based on the decisions of the State Allocation Board. To receive facility funding from the SFP, schools must meet various requirements.

The last state general obligation bond for school and community college facilities was passed by voters in November 2016. The bond provided $7 billion to K-12 schools. In addition, the 2022 budget act provided $1.3 billion in one-time General Fund to the SFP and the 2023 budget act provided $2 billion in one-time General Fund to the SFP. The Governor’s 2024-25 budget proposes to provide $375 million in one-time General Fund to the SFP.

Existing law requires, upon request of any school district, CDE to provide assistance and guidance to small school districts related to school facilities and construction. This bill requires CDE create an office specific to providing facilities assistance to small school districts. The bill defines a small school as one with average daily attendance of 2,500 students or fewer.
3) Related Legislation. AB 247 (Muratsuchi) authorizes a $14 billion bond measure for transitional kindergarten through community college facilities to be placed on an unspecified 2024 statewide ballot. The bill is in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 28 (Glazer) authorizes a $15 billion bond measure for public preschool, K-12, community colleges, University of California, and California State University facilities to be placed on the March 2024 statewide primary election ballot. The bill is in this committee.
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