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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  Yes
SUMMARY:
This bill requires, by July 1, 2026, the governing board of a public school to adopt a policy to limit or prohibit the use of smartphones by its students while students are at school or under the supervision of the school, with certain exceptions.
Specifically, these exception include:
1) In the case of an emergency or in response to a perceived threat of danger.
2) When a teacher or administrator of the school grants permission, subject to a reasonable limitation.
3) When a licensed physician and surgeon determines that the possession or use of a smartphone is necessary for the health or well-being of the pupil.
4) When the possession or use of a smartphone is required in a pupil’s individualized education program.
FISCAL EFFECT:
1) One-time Proposition 98 General Fund costs, potentially in the hundreds of thousands of dollars, to school governing boards to adopt policies to limit or prohibit the use of smartphones by students at school. 
The state has over 1,000 school districts and over 1,000 charter schools, each governed by governing boards. If personnel costs to develop a policy required several hours of school personnel time for the governing board of each school district, costs could be in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. Costs would be lower to the extent some governing boards already have adopted policies that comply with this law.
If the Commission on State Mandates determines the bill’s requirements to be a reimbursable state mandate, the state would need to reimburse these costs to schools or provide funding through the K-12 Mandate Block Grant.
2) Ongoing Proposition 98 General Fund costs, of an unknown amount, to schools to the extent this bill results in more disciplinary events and staff required to manage such events due to students not following a school’s smartphone policies.
According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
Studies have demonstrated that the use of smartphones in classrooms can detract from students’ academic performances while contributing to higher rates of academic dishonesty and cyberbullying…This bill is a step in the right direction in enhancing the academic achievement and well-being of public school students in this state.
2) Background. AB 272 (Muratsuchi), Chapter 42, Statutes of 2019, allows a school governing board to adopt a policy related to limitations on smartphone use in school and establishes certain exceptions to such policies. While the state does not collect data, anecdotally, some school governing boards have adopted policies in accordance with current law.
This bill requires every school governing board to adopt a policy limiting or prohibiting smartphone use by students in school by July 1, 2026.
3) Related Legislation. SB 1283 (Stern) would expand existing law allowing a school governing board to adopt a policy related to limitations on smartphone use in school to also include the use of social media. The bill is pending in the Senate Education Committee.
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