> (>)		Page 2
  ()		Page 3 of 3

[bookmark: _GoBack]SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Senator Josh Newman, Chair
2023 - 2024  Regular 

Bill No:                	 Hearing Date:    April 17, 2024
	Author:
	Archuleta

	Version:
	     

	Urgency:
	
	Fiscal:
	

	Consultant:
	



Subject:  .

SUMMARY

This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to conduct a biennial report on the number and types of reports that local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to submit on an annual basis.

BACKGROUND

Existing law

1. Establishes CDE in state government, and provides that it be administered through:

0. The State Board of Education (SBE) which shall be the governing and policy determining body of CDE.

0. The Director of Education in whom all executive and administrative functions of CDE are vested and who is the executive officer of SBE.  (Education Code (EC) § 33300 and § 33301)

1. Requires that a Superintendent of Public Instruction (SP) be elected by the qualified electors of the State at each gubernatorial election, and prohibits any SPI from serving more than two terms.  (California Constitution, Article IX, § 2)

1. Requires LEAs to submit numerous reports (too many to list in this analysis) to CDE on an annual basis.

ANALYSIS

This bill:

1) Requires CDE to conduct a biennial report on the number and types of reports that LEAs are required to submit on an annual basis.

2) Requires CDE to provide the report to the SPI, Governor, and Legislature by March 1, 2025 and every two years thereafter.

3) Requires the report to include all of the following:

a) Information on each type of report, including if the report is required by a particular program.

b) The purpose of each report.

c) Recommendations for which reports can be consolidated to reduce the total number of reports LEAs are require to complete annually.

d) LEA administrative costs for completing each report, including but not limited to, necessary staffing.

4) Requires CDE, in determining administrative costs to LEAs, to seek voluntary input from LEAs of varying sizes and types.

5) Requires the SPI, within 30 days of receiving a report from CDE, to present the report to the Assembly and Senate Education committees, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, and any other relevant subcommittees during legislative budget hearings.

6) Defines LEA to include school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools.

STAFF COMMENTS

1) Need for the bill.  According to the author, “With the state facing a record deficit, it is vital for California to provide oversight on prior legislation to ensure taxpayer dollars are being used responsibly.  School districts throughout the state are required to annually produce 170 reports, nearly equivalent to the statutorily required 180 instructional days in the school year.  Although beneficial from an informational standpoint, the sheer number of reports can be suffocating for school districts and detracts from their ability to meet the educational needs of students.  SB 1315 will help alleviate the administrative costs and burdens placed on school districts – especially important at a time when they are working hard to emerge and recover from the impacts of the pandemic.”

2) Are LEAs overwhelmed with reporting requirements?  Absolutely.  According to the author, LEAs are required to submit 170 reports on an annual basis.  A cursory search of the Education Code by committee staff revealed that LEAs are required to report to CDE on an annual basis on numerous programs, activities, student outcomes, and use of grant funds.  A small sampling includes the School Accountability Report Card, district budgets, attendance, student and educator demographic data, student assessment data, number of classified staff, estimated number of teacher hires, home-to-school transportation data, kindergarten program type, and updates to Local Control Accountability Plans.  

Data collections administered by CDE to gather information about students, schools, and districts that are used for state and federal reporting purposes include but are not limited to:

a) The California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS) is an annual data collection administered in October for the purpose of collecting data about schools and districts, as well as some aggregate data on students and staff.

b) The California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System is used to maintain individual-level data including student demographics, course data, discipline, assessments, staff assignments, and other data for state and federal reporting.

c) The Consolidated Application and Reporting System is a data collection system to apply for Categorical Program Funding and to report on the use of those funds.

d) Fiscal and Attendance Data.

e) Special Education.

3) Required legislative hearings.  This bill requires the SPI, within 30 days of receiving a report from CDE, to present the report to the Assembly and Senate Education committees, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, and any other relevant subcommittees during legislative budget hearings.  

Committees should maintain the authority to schedule their own hearings and set their own agendas.  Staff recommends an amendment to strike the requirement for certain committees to hold hearings, and instead encourage those hearings to occur.

SUPPORT

California School Boards Association (sponsor)
Alameda County Office of Education
California Association of School Business Officials 
Riverside County Superintendent of Schools
Torrance Unified School District

OPPOSITION

None received
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