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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND THE ECONOMY
Carlos Villapudua, Chair
ABPCA Bill Id:AB 2774 (
Author:Grayson) – As Amended Ver:March 21, 2024
SUBJECT:  Childcare for Working Families Act
SUMMARY: This study bill establishes a Task Force to address challenges in accessing childcare. The Task Force will submit a report to the Legislature and the executive branch by January 1, 2026, outlining strategies for flexible, affordable, and quality childcare. The bill also creates a Childcare for Working Families Fund to support the Task Force's implementation. These provisions are set to expire on July 1, 2026, with repeal on January 1, 2027.
Specifically, this bill:  
A. Establishes the Childcare for Working Families Task Force for the purpose of submitting a report to the Legislature and the executive branch administration of the state, as specified, that recommends future comprehensive strategies aimed at addressing challenges faced by working families in accessing flexible, affordable, and quality childcare options. 
B. The task force shall be invited and convened by the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz). 
C. The office shall ensure that the task force consists of stakeholders that focus on family and child well-being, in furtherance of the goals of supporting working families with childcare options, including all of the following:
(1) Representatives from among the state agencies responsible for health and human services, economic and workforce development, and education.
(2) State and local community organizations that work with and advocate for children and families.
(3) Representatives from labor and business, including a representative from the private and nonprofit childcare sector.
(4) Researchers with subject matter and economic development expertise.
(5) Family childcare home providers.

D. Requires the report to be completed by January 1, 2026 and requires the office to invite and convene the task force, as specified including:
1)The success achieved over the eight-year period prior to completion of the report for each program and service determined by the task force to be of the highest importance in supporting working families with childcare options and recommendations that may build on that success.
(2) An analysis of existing care gaps and unmet needs among working families for accessing flexible, affordable, and quality childcare options.
(3) A specific set of near-term, intermediate-term, and long-term benchmarks that can be used to measure the state’s progress toward the goal of supporting working families with childcare options.
(4) Considering the needs and priorities for services, recommendations intended to address challenges faced by working families in accessing flexible, affordable, and quality childcare options. 

E. Creates the Childcare for Working Families Fund to receive moneys from nongovernment sources to support the implementation of the task force.
.
F. This bill would make these provisions inoperative on July 1, 2026, and would repeal them as of January 1, 2027.
EXISTING LAW:  
A. Existing law, the Child Care and Development Services Act, administered by the State Department of Social Services, establishes a system of childcare and development services for children up to 13 years of age.

B. Existing law establishes the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) to serve the Governor as the lead entity for economic strategy and the marketing of California on issues relating to business development, private sector investment, and economic growth. 
C. Existing law authorizes the office to recommend to the Governor and the Legislature, among other things, new state policies, programs, and actions, and amendments to existing programs.
FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown
COMMENTS:  Note: This bill is double referred from the Assembly Committee on Human Services.
Childcare in California is a critical component of family support, economic success and early childhood education. Childcare plays a critical role in family financial stability. 

Affordable childcare is out of reach for many Californians. In 2020, California was ranked the least affordable state for center-based infant care in the nation, and only 14% of the state’s eligible infants and toddlers have access to subsidized childcare. On average, a two-parent household with an infant in California paid 16.7% of their income for center-based care.
The lack of affordable childcare has also become a barrier to work, especially for mothers, who disproportionately take on caregiving responsibilities when their family cannot find or afford childcare. 

Per the California Budget & Policy Center, “More than 6 in 10 California children under the age of 12 live in families where all parents are working. For this reason, child care providers are a critical component of the state and nation’s economic infrastructure, ensuring that children have a safe space to learn and grow while parents work.”

According to the author, “childcare is the cornerstone of America’s economy and our communities. By creating a task force to collectively consider and analyze the existing care gaps and unmet needs among working families for accessing affordable and quality child care options, the state can then better support and uplift our vulnerable populations.”
Author Statement: “California’s children need a safe space to learn and grow while parents are at work, and childcare is an essential component for the livelihood of workers and communities. Although California has made some progress, our state’s childcare system must continue to prioritize investments in order to build a comprehensive, high-quality system that is accessible and affordable to all. AB 2774 will seek to address the challenges that working families face in accessing flexible, affordable, and quality childcare options. Specifically, the bill will establish the Childcare for Working Families Task Force to recommend comprehensive strategies and solutions in order to address our state’s childcare affordability crisis.”
REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support
None on file
Opposition
None on file
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