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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  Yes
SUMMARY:
This bill adds to the course of study for public school students information related to the Spanish colonization of California and Gold Rush period and the treatment of Native Americans. The bill also requires the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to consider including content on the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during the Spanish colonization and Gold Rush periods when the history-social science curriculum framework or related materials are next revised.
Specifically, this bill requires the adopted course of study for grades one to six for social sciences to provide a foundation for understanding the Spanish colonization of California and the Gold Rush era, including the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during those periods. The bill further requires the adopted course of study for grades seven to 12 for social sciences to include content on the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans, to the extent a school provides instruction on the Spanish colonization of California or the Gold Rush era.

The bill also requires the IQC, when the history-social science curriculum framework is next revised, or when instructional materials are next adopted, after January 1, 2025, to consider, in consultation with California tribes, providing for inclusion in that curriculum framework or instructional materials, content on the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during the Spanish colonization and Gold Rush periods.
FISCAL EFFECT:
1) Minor and absorbable General Fund costs to the California Department of Education (CDE) to provide staff to support the IQC when it considers including this information the next time the State Board of Education (SBE) revises the history-social science curriculum framework or related materials.
2) Minor Proposition 98 General Fund costs, if any, to local educational agencies (LEAs) to include the content required by this bill as part of their course of study for social sciences. According to CDE, the material is already present in the textbooks and other learning resources schools use to teach social science content.
If the Commission on State Mandates determines the bill’s requirements to be a reimbursable state mandate, the state would need to reimburse these costs to LEAs or provide funding through the K-12 Mandate Block Grant.
COMMENTS:
1) Background. Current law defines for students in public school an “adopted course of study.” For grades one through six, schools are to deliver students a course of study that provides instruction in English, math, social sciences, science, visual and performing arts, health, physical education, and other subjects that the governing board of a school district may prescribe. For grades seven through 12, schools are to provide students a course of study that offers courses to students in the areas of English, math, social sciences, world languages, physical education, science, visual and performing arts, applied arts, career technical education, driver education, and other subjects that the governing board of a school district may prescribe.

“Content standards” determine what content is to be included in teaching the aforementioned subjects. Content standards are developed by the IQC through a public process, and are then adopted by the SBE. The IQC also develops “curriculum frameworks” for approval by the SBE. Curriculum frameworks provide guidance to schools for implementing the content standards. The curriculum frameworks are also used by the IQC to establish criteria for its evaluation of instructional materials schools may use to teach the content standards for kindergarten through grade eight and to guide school district selection of instructional materials for grades nine through 12.  

This bill requires, for the social science adopted course of study, inclusion of information pertaining to Spanish colonization of California and the Gold Rush Era, including the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during those periods.

This bill requires the State Board of Education to consider inclusion of content on the treatment and perspectives of Native Americans during the Spanish colonization and Gold Rush periods the next time it revises the history-social science framework or related instructional materials. While the IQC typically has revised curriculum frameworks every decade or so, state law does not require adoption on any specific timeline. Currently, there is no timeline for when the IQC will next revise the history-social science framework or related instructional materials.

2) Related Legislation. AB 1805 (Ta) requires the IQC to consider requiring that the evaluation criteria for the adoption of instructional materials include content related to the Mendez versus Westminster School District of Orange County case the next time the SBE adopts instructional materials in history-social science for kindergarten through grade eight. The bill is pending in this committee.

AB 1871 (Alanis) adds to the course of study for social sciences for students in grades seven to 12 instruction on personal financial literacy. The bill is pending in this committee.
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