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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill allows a qualified student to taste an alcoholic beverage for educational purposes as part of the student’s instruction in a registered apprenticeship program for bartending and mixology.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Minor and absorbable costs to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to oversee this exception allowing qualified students under 21 years of age to taste alcohol.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
Currently, only students enrolled in academic programs for the culinary arts, brewing, or enology can taste alcoholic beverages as a part of their studies.  This practice does not extend to students in apprenticeship programs, where graduates are often connected with unionized jobs in the hospitality industry.  AB 2378 allows students in a registered apprenticeship program to taste, but not swallow or consume, an alcoholic beverage as part of their bartending curriculum.
2) Support and Opposition.  This bill is sponsored by the Hospitality Training Academy (HTA), which argues this bill “would ensure that the same protections currently required of other educational programs that utilize alcoholic beverages are also applied to apprenticeship programs” and “enable HTA to launch a first-of-its-kind apprenticeship program in great demand from both prospective participants and leading hospitality industry employers.”  This bill is also supported by labor organizations and the City of Los Angeles Workforce Development Board.
This bill is opposed by groups seeking to prevent the proliferation of alcohol, with Alcohol Justice stating existing law requires a bartender to be at least 21 years old and arguing “we are dubious that a hospitality program that would try to teach anyone substantially under age to taste and mix alcoholic drinks has the best interests of those students at heart.”
3) Educational Programs for Underage Students.  Existing law allows a person at least 18 years of age enrolled in specified enology or brewing programs at educational institutions to taste, but not consume, an alcoholic beverage as part of the instruction in a course required for a degree, with neither the student nor institution subject to criminal prosecution for such activity.  AB 1308 (Cunningham), Chapter 457, Statutes of 2019, further allowed similar qualified students seeking a hotel management or culinary arts degree to taste an alcoholic beverage.  This bill additionally extends the same tasting privileges to a qualified student enrolled in a registered apprenticeship program for bartending or mixology approved by the Division of Apprenticeship Standards.
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