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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill extends, from five to 30 days, the amount of time that a court must stay its decision when the court orders release of an offender with a mental health disorder (OMHD) from the Department of State Hospitals (DSH).
FISCAL EFFECT:
Costs to DSH (General Fund) to house OMHDs for additional time as required by this bill, possibly in the hundreds of thousands of dollars annually.  In fiscal year (FY) 2022-23, DSH reports it served 719 OMHDs with an average daily census of 350, and discharged 318 OMHDs from inpatient programs.  The number of those offenders released pursuant to a court order is unknown.  For FY 2022-23, the average daily cost of care per DSH patient was $940.  If, each year, DSH must house seven or more OMHDs for an additional 25 days each due to this bill, costs to DSH will exceed this committee’s suspense threshold.  DSH notes that extending an OMHD’s length of stay can impact DSH’s overall bed capacity by reducing the number of beds that would otherwise be available.  To the extent this bill exacerbates DSH’s existing bed capacity pressures, the department may also seek additional funding.
According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.  
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
People who have a history of violent behavior and suffer from severe mental disorders need an effective support and transition plan to help them safely come back to the community. AB 2475 will increase the mental health treatment planning window from five days to up to thirty days, by stay of the court for these parolees. This additional time will allow the Department of State Hospitals, State Parole, and local agencies to coordinate housing, supervision, medication, and mental health services they need for their safety and the safety of the community.

These individuals often need intensive care and supervision and have complex treatment plans. They deserve adequate time and attention from state and local agencies to help plan for their success and reintegration back into the community.
2) Background.  An OMHD commitment is a post-prison civil commitment that detains a person with a severe mental health disorder who would otherwise be released on parole from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).  After multiple stages of evaluation and review by the person in charge of the offender’s treatment at CDCR, a DSH psychiatrist or psychologist, DSH’s chief psychiatrist, and BPH, an offender that meets the OMHD criteria is paroled to a DSH facility under a civil commitment instead of being released to the community.  The OMHD process also includes ongoing reviews by BPH to determine whether the offender still meets OMHD criteria and must remain in DSH custody.  An offender is entitled to file a petition in court seeking a hearing to challenge the determination that they still meet the OMHD criteria.  If, after a hearing or jury trial, the court determines that the offender no longer meets the criteria that justify their OMHD commitment, the court orders their release.
Under existing law, the court must stay its release order for a period of five days to allow for the orderly release of the offender.  During the period of the stay, the offender remains in DSH custody.  According to proponents of this measure, five days is not enough time to adequately address an offender’s housing, medical, and mental health treatment planning needs before they are released.  This bill requires the court to instead stay its release order for 30 days to provide more time for BPH, DSH, and other pertinent parties to coordinate an offender’s release from DSH.
Analysis Prepared by:	Annika Carlson / APPR. / (916) 319-2081
