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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires a health facility, when detaining a person for assessment, evaluation, or treatment under the Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act, to provide a copy of the Department of Health Care Services’ (DHCS) patients’ rights handbook to a family member of the detained person, under any of several specified circumstances, such as the detained person’s consent for the family member to be provided the handbook. 
The bill defines a family member as the detained person’s spouse or domestic partner, adult child, parent or legal guardian, grandparent, adult sibling, adult grandchild, or an adult relative or close personal friend who has demonstrated special care and concern for the person and is familiar with the person’s personal values and beliefs, to the extent known. 
FISCAL EFFECT:
Negligible state costs.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author: 
AB 2154 would ensure that if a person is involuntarily detained under the [LPS] Act, then a family member of the person detained would be provided a copy of [DHCS’] patients’ rights handbook. This would provide family members with valuable information and resources to enable them to support their loved ones during a mental health crisis. In addition, by understanding the rights of their loved ones who have been involuntarily detained, family members will be better equipped to support their loved ones and ensure that they receive appropriate treatment, which could expedite recovery. By providing information and resources to family members, this would further ensure that the patient's rights are realized. 
2) Background.

LPS Act Involuntary Detention. The LPS Act provides for involuntary detention of a person for the purpose of evaluation and treatment, provided certain requirements are met. Typically, a peace officer or other person authorized by a county must determine and document that the individual meets the standard for an involuntary hold. A county-designated facility is authorized to then involuntarily detain an individual for up to 72 hours for evaluation and treatment if they are determined to be a danger to self or others as a result of a mental health disorder, or “gravely disabled”. The professional in charge of the county-designated facility is required to assess an individual to determine the appropriateness of the involuntary detention prior to admitting the individual. Subject to various conditions, a person who is found to be gravely disabled may be subsequently involuntarily detained for up to 14 days for intensive treatment, an additional 14 days (or up to an additional 30 days in certain counties), and, ultimately, a conservatorship, which is typically for up to a year and may be extended as appropriate. 
Throughout the process of involuntarily detaining the individual, the law requires family members or others identified by the detained individual to be notified of various hearings, unless the detained person requests this information not be provided. A person is not to be found gravely disabled if they can survive safely without involuntary detention with the help of responsible family, friends, or others who indicate they are both willing and able to help. A person may also be released prior to the end of intensive treatment if they are found to no longer meet the criteria or are prepared to accept treatment voluntarily. 

DHCS Patients’ Rights Handbook. A patient who is detained involuntarily for evaluation or treatment, or as a voluntary patient for psychiatric evaluation or treatment to any health facility, has defined rights. A health facility must immediately provide each patient, upon admission to the facility, a copy of the DHCS Patients’ Rights Handbook. The handbook includes the following in its table of contents:
· Your Rights as a Patient.
· Access to the Patients’ Rights Advocate.
· What to Do If You Have a Compliant.
· Rights While You Are Involuntarily Detained.
· Confidentiality.
· Medical Treatment.
· Right to Refuse Treatment.
· Medications and the Informed Consent Process.
· Capacity Hearing for Medications.
· Rights that Cannot be Denied.
· Rights That May be Denied with Good Cause.
· Good Cause.
· Definitions.

Facilities can print copies of the DHCS Patients’ Rights Handbook in any of nine languages from the DHCS webpage, or order hardcopies in English or Spanish from DHCS. 
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