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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  Yes
SUMMARY:
This bill authorizes a person whose arrest or conviction was expunged to petition the court to have related records sealed.
FISCAL EFFECT:
1) Costs (Trial Court Trust Fund, General Fund) to the courts of an unknown but potentially significant amount.  Actual costs will depend on the number of petitions filed and the amount of court time needed to adjudicate each petition.  It generally costs approximately $1,000 to operate a courtroom for one hour.  Although courts are not funded on the basis of workload, increased pressure on the Trial Court Trust Fund may create a need for increased funding for courts from the General Fund.  The Governor’s 2024-25 budget proposes $83.1 million ongoing from the General Fund to backfill declining revenue to the Trial Court Trust Fund.

2) Ongoing costs to the Department of Justice (DOJ) (General Fund), likely in the hundreds of thousands of dollars annually.  Costs will likely be higher in the first few years of implementation as historical criminal records are processed, with costs falling and leveling off thereafter.  DOJ projects staffing costs of $621,000 in Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-25, $1,062,000 in FY 2025-26, $710,000 in FY 2026-27, and $340,000 in FY 2027-28 and ongoing for program technicians, program analysts, and additional attorney workload in DOJ’s Office of General Counsel.

3) Likely reimbursable costs (local funds, General Fund) of an unknown amount to local law enforcement agencies to seal arrest records upon a court order.  Actual costs will depend on the number of petitions granted and the amount of staff time needed to seal records.  General Fund costs will depend on whether the duties imposed by this bill constitute a reimbursable state mandate, as determined by the Commission on State Mandates.
According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.  
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
AB 2420 will allow individuals who have been convicted of low-level, misdemeanor crimes to be eligible to have their records sealed, enabling them to once again engage in society without the loss of civil rights, public benefits, employment opportunities, housing eligibility, and freedom to live and work without restriction that these convictions too often cause. 
2) Background.  Expungement is a legal process by which a court may set aside and dismiss a person’s arrest and criminal conviction.  However, even offenses that are expunged from a person’s criminal record may be accessed by some employers, licensing agencies, and credit agencies.  According to supporters of this measure, people whose records have been expunged still experience significant difficulty obtaining employment, housing, and acceptance in the community due to their criminal histories.
This bill allows a person who received an expungement following successful completion of probation to petition the court to have their arrest and case-related documentation sealed.  “Sealing” means the records related to the person’s arrest and criminal conviction may not be accessed by the public, though they may still be accessed by certain government agencies.  If a qualifying person files a petition for sealing under this bill, the court may order a hearing to gather evidence about the merits of the request to seal.  The burden of proof is on the person who filed the petition to show that they have a right to have the records sealed or that doing so would be in the interest of justice.  At the hearing, prosecutors and the arresting agency are also entitled to present evidence.  If the court grants the petition, it must report to DOJ that relief was granted, and DOJ, the prosecuting agency, and the arresting agency must seal their records.
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