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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires, until January 1, 2028, specified restaurants, bars, and nightclubs to provide, upon request, a lid with a customer’s drink.
Specifically, this bill:  
1) Requires an applicant or holder of a Type 47 or Type 48 license issued by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to provide, upon request, a lid with a customer’s drink.  The requirement for a holder of an existing license commences July 1, 2025.
2) Authorizes a licensee to charge an additional fee for providing a lid at an amount not to exceed what is reasonable based on the wholesale cost of lids.  
3) Requires a licensee to post a specified notice about the availability of lids in a prominent and conspicuous location.
4) Provides that a violation of the above-described provisions is not a crime.
FISCAL EFFECT:
ABC estimates absorbable costs for licensee education and enforcement.
However, this committee sees a wide array of bills that propose to modify the scope of alcohol laws.  Generally, imposing a modest requirement on a licensee does not generate major new enforcement workload for ABC, but taken together, these proposals could lead to significant new costs and future budget requests.  Since this bill applies to both Type 48 licensees (approximately 2,500 bars and nightclubs) and Type 47 licensees (approximately 17,650 restaurants), even a modest increase in complaints could generate considerable workload.  Thus, the fiscal effect of this bill could be significant (Alcohol Beverage Control Fund).
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  The author notes this bill is “part of a package of bills that I am authoring this year to help address the underreported and ongoing epidemic of drink spiking and ‘roofying’ that continues to plague California and the world.”  According to the author, providing drink lids upon request “will serve as both another form of protection for the patron, and also as a deterrent for perpetrators, leading to less opportunities to spike a drink and commit the crimes that too often follow, such as sexual assault and rape.”  This bill is supported by Alcohol Justice and the California Alcohol Policy Alliance.
2) Drink Spiking.  Bar and nightclub patrons are often reminded to never leave a drink unattended and make sure a drink is served directly by the bartender.  To better guard against drink spiking, some California cities launched programs to provide residents with free test strips that can identify unsolicited drugs added to a beverage.  Beginning July 1, 2024, AB 1013 (Lowenthal), Chapter 353, Statutes of 2023, will require Type 48 licensees to provide or sell drug testing devices to customers.
This bill requires bars, nightclubs, and restaurants across the state to provide drink lids at a reasonable cost or no cost to customers to help prevent drink spiking.  As noted in the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee’s analysis of this bill, the author is working to more clearly define what constitutes a lid.  Anti-tampering devices designed to prevent unwanted access to an individual’s drink can take many forms, including a bottle seal, lid with tamper-evident features, or special locking mechanism, and may be single-use or reusable devices.  It is also unclear whether such lids are widely available for purchase to meet demand from over 20,000 licensees.
3) Related Legislation.  AB 1524 (Lowenthal) requires certain college campuses to stock an adequate supply of free drug testing devices.  AB 1524 is pending on the Senate Inactive File.
AB 2389 (Lowenthal) requires Type 47 and Type 48 licensees to contact and provide information to law enforcement and emergency medical services when a customer alerts the licensee of drink spiking.  AB 2389 is pending hearing in the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee.
AB 2402 (Lowenthal) requires ABC to establish a voluntary Safe Bar Training Program and implement a public education campaign to raise awareness of the risks of drink spiking and the availability of drug testing devices.  AB 2402 is pending hearing in the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee.
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