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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill increases the number of allowable staff training days for California State Preschool Programs (CSPP) contractors, from two to six days, and allows trainings conducted during regular hours of operation to be considered a day of operation for funding purposes. The bill maintains that contractors may use their existing funding to provide the training. The bill also requires that if a CSPP offers three or more staff training days, one training day must be to provide training specific to supporting dual language learner children, if at least 25% of the preschool’s students are dual language learners.

FISCAL EFFECT:
Likely cost neutral. 
This bill does not increase funding for CSPP contracts to provide training. Instead, the bill specifies that CSPP contractors may use their existing state funding to provide training, should they choose to provide training.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author, dual language learners “are just beginning to be assessed and identified as dual language learners when they enter CSPPs. However, CSPP teachers are not given enough time to be properly trained to provide quality early education to dual language learners.”
2) Background. CSPP is administered by the California Department of Education (CDE) through contractors. CSPP provides both part-day and full-day preschool services to eligible three- and four-year olds. Current law requires CSPP part-day programs to operate for a minimum of three hours per day and 175 days per year and requires CSPP full-day programs to operate for a minimum of 246 days per year. In both cases, these requirements can be adjusted if the contract specifies a lower number of days of operation. CSPP can be offered in various settings, including childcare centers, family childcare network homes, or schools. CSPP contractors include local educational agencies (LEAs) and community-based providers. About two-thirds of children in CSPP are served by LEAs, and the remainder are served by community-based organizations. LEA contractors are funded with monies in the Proposition 98 General Fund and non-LEA contractors are funded with monies in the General Fund. The 2023 budget act provided $2.5 billion in total funding to CSPP.

Traditionally, the Legislature has funded CSPP providers based on a child’s attendance in the program, with higher levels of funding for certain children, such as dual language learners and children with disabilities. In the 2021‑22 fiscal year, the state funded 110,000 part‑day slots and 50,000 full‑day slots for State Preschool. Currently, CSPPs are funded based on a COVID-19 pandemic hold-harmless provision until the end of the 2024-25 fiscal year. Once the hold-harmless provision has expired, CSPP contracts will again be based on attendance.

Current law also authorizes CSPP contractors to schedule up to two days of staff training annually using funding from their contracts. Current law specifies topics for training may include procedures for emergencies, licensing regulations, recognition and reporting of suspected abuse of children, managing challenging behaviors, and other topics.

This bill authorizes up to six days of staff training and allows, for training scheduled during a contractor’s regular hours of operation, the training be considered a day of operation for purposes of meeting the minimum days of operation for CSPP programs. If a contractor opts to provide three or more staff training days, this bill requires one day to be training specific to supporting dual language learner children, if 25% or more of children served are dual language learners. According to the Migration Policy Institute, about 60% of Californian children aged zero to five years are dual language learners.
3) Prior Legislation. AB 1363 (Luz Rivas), Chapter 498, Statutes of 2021, required CDE to develop procedures for providers to identify and report data on dual language learners enrolled in CSPP. 
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