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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND THE ECONOMY
Carlos Villapudua, Chair
ABPCA Bill Id:AB 2559 (
Author:Petrie-Norris) – As Amended Ver:March 21, 2024
SUBJECT:  Local planning:  electric vehicle service equipment:  permitting delays
SUMMARY:  Requires GO-Biz to create a website for reporting delays in permitting electric vehicle service equipment. It mandates a working group to propose solutions for these delays and requires GO-Biz to submit a report to the Legislature by January 1, 2026, detailing challenges. Additionally, it establishes a permit streamlining specialist within GO-Biz to assist authorities with addressing delays and denials. 
Specifically, this bill:  
A. Requires GO-Biz to create and maintain a publicly accessible internet website that contains a landing page with functionality to collect information and report delays and denials in the permitting of electric vehicle service equipment, as specified.
B. Requires GO-Biz to establish a working group to evaluate the data it receives from the internet website and direct the working group to determine recommended solutions to address permitting delays. 
C. Requires, on or before January 1, 2026, GO-Biz to submit to the Legislature and publish on its internet website a comprehensive report regarding the challenges identified throughout the data collection process, as specified. The requirement for submitting a report imposed under this subdivision is inoperative on January 1, 2030.
D. Requires GO-Biz to establish a permit streamlining specialist to assist authorities having jurisdiction with permit delays and denials related to these provisions.
EXISTING LAW:  
1. Existing law creates the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) and requires GO-Biz to serve the Governor as the lead entity for economic strategy and the marketing of California on issues relating to business development, private sector investment, and economic growth. 
2. Existing law requires every city, county, and city and county to administratively approve an application to install electric vehicle charging stations through the issuance of a building permit or similar nondiscretionary permit and requires the review of an application to install an electric vehicle charging station to be limited to the building official’s review of whether it meets all health and safety requirements of local, state, and federal law. 
3. Existing law requires an electric vehicle charging station to comply with, among other things, all applicable rules of the Public Utilities Commission regarding safety and reliability, as specified.
						

















FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown
COMMENTS:  Note: This bill is double referred from the Assembly Committee on Local Government.
The California Energy Commission (CEC) projects that California will need 1 million chargers to support 7 million light-duty electric vehicles in 2030. Today there are approximately 100,000 publicly available charging stations throughout the state. As Zero-Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) become a larger proportion of the State’s on-road fleet, infrastructure accessibility, reliability, and rapid deployment are critical to the State’s ability to meet aggressive and timely regulatory mandates.

Under existing law, cities and counties are required to deem complete an application to install an electric vehicle charging station submitted to the building official of a local jurisdiction within a specified timeframe so long as all health and safety requirements of local, state, and federal law are met. Despite the passage of AB 1236 (2016) and AB 970 (2022), Electric Vehicle Service Provider (EVSP) continue to face delays in receiving approval of permit requests, for a variety of reasons including zoning issues, non- responsiveness, or lack of local government resources. 

GO-Biz currently assists EVSPs with expediting permits on an ad hoc basis. This bill requires GO-Biz to create a website landing page to report delays in electric vehicle service equipment permitting, thereby formalizing their existing role as a permit streamlining entity. AB 2559 further helps to identify the root cause for delays by mandating the establishment of a working group to analyze data and propose solutions for permit delays. By January 1, 2026, GO-Biz must submit a report to the Legislature outlining challenges identified. Additionally, it creates a position for a GO-Biz permit streamlining specialist to assist with addressing permit delays. 

By enabling GO-Biz to better identify and understand the root cause of permitting slow downs, GO-Biz gains the ability to eliminate barriers in executing the streamlined permitting provisions mandated by law, 

Author Statement:  “AB 2559 works to reduce red tape by understanding and addressing the root cause of permit delays for electric vehicle charging stations. As the state races to transition to electric vehicles, it is essential that we can deploy charging as fast and efficiently as possible in jurisdictions across the state. AB 2559 creates an opportunity for EV service providers to report permit delays and help the state pinpoint obstacles to streamline EV charging permits. It also establishes a permit streamlining specialist role at GO-Biz to help local governments meet existing permit streamlining requirements.”
Argument in Support: 
According to the bill sponsor, CALSTART, “An essential step to charging infrastructure deployment involves obtaining permit approvals, however despite the enactment of prior legislation - specifically AB 1236 (2016) and AB 970 (2022), electric vehicle service providers continue to encounter delays in obtaining these permit approvals due to various factors including zoning complications, unresponsiveness, or insufficient resources within local governments. AB 2559 seeks to identify the scope and nature of these challenges by requiring the Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) to develop a reporting platform where electric vehicle service providers have the ability to log any obstacles, delays, or denials they are encountering related to permitting. By enabling GO-Biz to better identify and understand the root cause of permitting slow downs, GO-Biz gains the ability to eliminate barriers in executing the streamlined permitting provisions mandated by law, and help address the outstanding issues which hinder infrastructure deployment. Addressing this issue will help to facilitate the acceleration of essential EVSE permits.”

Argument in Opposition: None on file
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