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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill prohibits a state or local agency from publicly posting online the name and assessor parcel number associated with the home address of any elected or appointed official without written permission of the official.
FISCAL EFFECT:
No significant state costs.  Non-reimbursable costs to local agencies of an unknown amount to redact or otherwise ensure that publicly available documents comply with the requirements of this bill.  Proposition 42 (2014) requires all local governments to comply with the Public Records Act (PRA) and eliminated state reimbursement to local agencies for costs of complying with the PRA.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
Nationwide, elected and appointed officials face rising threats and violence against themselves and their family members. We have seen judges and their family members assassinated in their homes and threats to all levels of elected and appointed officials. This escalating danger continues to underscore the need to provide safeguards from the improper disclosure of official’s personal and sensitive information…
Several counties, like Los Angeles and Santa Clara, ensure this official’s information is not available on their county recorder or assessor websites by not posting any searchable databases on the internet. However, other counties have posted searchable databases with protections to shield certain aspects from online posting.
2) Background.  The PRA requires a government agency to make a public record available to a member of the public upon request, unless the record is exempt from disclosure due to state or federal law, or the agency can show that the public interest in nondisclosure of the record clearly outweighs the public interest in disclosure.  Currently, the PRA prohibits a state or local agency from posting the home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official without first obtaining the official’s written permission.  However, it is relatively easy to find a property owner’s assessor parcel number on a county recorder’s website, which can be used to find the property owner’s physical home address on other county websites.  Because all this information can be readily assembled from different agency sources, the PRA’s current prohibition on publishing the home address of an elected or appointed official provides insufficient protection of the official’s privacy.  This bill prohibits a public agency from publicly posting online both the name and assessor parcel number associated with the home address of any elected or appointed official, unless the agency obtains written permission from the official.
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