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Majority vote
SUMMARY
Proclaims the month of March 2024 as Traumatic Brain Injury Awareness Month in California.
Major Provisions
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines traumatic brain injury as a disruption in the normal functioning of the brain due to injury, commonly caused by car accidents, falls, assault, and sports injuries.
Every 14 seconds nationally, and every two minutes in California, someone sustains a traumatic brain injury.  The CDC declares traumatic brain injury is a major cause of disability and death in the United States, contributing to approximately 190 daily injury-related deaths in 2021.
In 2022 alone, there were 84,268 Californians hospitalized and 161,917 emergency room visits due to traumatic brain injury.
More than 5.3 million children and adults in the United States, including 506,000 children and adults in California, live with a lifelong disability as a result of a traumatic brain injury, and impacts can include cognition, motor sensory, communication, emotional, and behavioral impairments as well as cause long-term neuropsychiatric conditions.
Traumatic brain injuries can negatively affect a person's ability to hold a job, maintain relationships, or even care for themselves, and can also have a devastating effect on a person's family, social circle, and community.
Awareness, early screening, diagnosis, and care for Californians who sustain a traumatic brain injury are necessary to support lifelong health for Californians living with traumatic brain injury and their caregivers.
COMMENTS
 
According to the Author
This measure would proclaim the month of March 2024 as Traumatic Brain Injury Awareness Month.
Arguments in Support
The California Athletic Trainers' Association writes in support:  "Since many traumatic brain injuries go undiagnosed, it is crucial to raise awareness about this condition to encourage early screening, diagnosis, and care for Californians who sustain a traumatic brain injury."
Arguments in Opposition
None on file.
FISCAL COMMENTS
No fiscal impact.  This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel.
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