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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), in any status assessment for wolverines prepared pursuant to existing law, to assess the feasibility of a population reintroduction or supplementation program with the goal of restoring a viable population of wolverines to the state.
FISCAL EFFECT:
CDFW estimates a one-time cost of approximately $235,000 to hire one limited-term senior environmental scientist specialist to prepare the required wolverine reintroduction or supplementation feasibility study as part of a future status assessment for wolverines (General Fund). According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.

COMMENTS:
1)	Purpose. According to the author:
Wolverines are apex predators that once played a significant ecological role in high-elevation ecosystems in California. Unlike many species that are imperiled due to habitat loss, wolverine habitat is largely intact and protected in national parks and wilderness areas, areas where there is no likelihood of conflict with other users. Restoring the wolverine to these areas can help enhance ecosystem resiliency in the face of climate change.
2)	Background. The wolverine is the largest terrestrial member of the weasel family. Wolverines are widely distributed in Canada and Alaska with smaller populations in the Rocky and Cascade mountains. There have been only two wolverines detected in California since 1922 – a male wolverine was detected near Truckee in 2008 and another was confirmed in the Eastern Sierra Mountains in June 2023. According to a coalition of organizations writing in support of this bill, wolverines were largely extirpated from the state by the 1920s as a result of widespread poisoning and fur trapping.
In California, wolverines are classified as fully protected and listed as a threatened species under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA); federally, they are classified as threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Of the 34 species currently designated as fully protected, eight are listed as threatened and 19 are listed as endangered under CESA. The scientific status of most of the state’s fully protected species is not known. CDFW conducts five-year reviews of CESA-listed species. SB 147 (Ashby), Chapter 59, Statutes of 2023, requires CDFW to develop a plan to assess the population status of each fully protected species by July 1, 2024. SB 147 requires the plan to include recommendations to the Legislature for resources necessary to determine the scientific status of each fully protected species. CDFW notes it is in the process of developing this plan.
Recovery Plans. CESA allows for and ESA requires recovery plans for the conservation and survival of listed species. Approximately 60% of CESA-listed species are also listed under ESA and may already have a federal recovery plan. For the CESA-listed species for which a federal recovery plan exists, CDFW has the authority to adopt, or adopt with revisions, the federal recovery plan. CDFW is currently drafting recovery planning guidelines, which will provide a framework for recovery planning for CESA-listed species. The first benefactor of a CESA recovery plan is likely the red abalone. CDFW has not identified a timeline for the development of a recovery plan for wolverines.
Reintroductions. According to the Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee analysis of this bill, although there have been several species recovery efforts, there have been few reintroductions in the state, in part because reintroductions can be risky, costly, and questionably effective. This bill requires CDFW to assess the feasibility of a wolverine reintroduction or supplementation program during the process of performing the fully protected species status assessment. Supporters of this bill contend:
Absent active translocation of female wolverines, California will likely never again have a viable population of the species in our state. Reintroducing wolverines to California is likely to provide significant ecological benefits with little or no downsides. A restored population of wolverines in the state is highly unlikely to result in any human/wildlife conflict as their high-elevation habitat remains largely intact, protected within national parks and wilderness areas where conflicting uses are already prohibited. We are not aware of any insurmountable biological or logistical obstacles to reintroduction.
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