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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the California State University (CSU) board of trustees to include an additional faculty member appointed by the Governor. The bill also requires each faculty member appointee be appointed from a​ list of names of at least four persons, instead of at least two persons, furnished by the Academic Senate of the CSU.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Minor General Fund costs to appoint another person to the CSU board of trustees.
According to CSU, the total cost for an additional trustee is between $8,000 and $10,000 per year. This amount includes travel, lodging, meals, per diem and other expenses associated with attending and participating in six in-person board meetings per year. In addition, the campus that employs the faculty member trustee may incur additional costs, to the extent the campus need to find a replacement during the faculty member’s engagement with the board.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
AB 2070 will help the CSU avoid future faculty strikes in the future by increasing the number of faculty representatives on the board of trustees from one to two voting members. This will help uplift and amplify faculty voices, which is necessary given their direct experience in working with students and their firsthand understanding of the educational environment at CSU.
2) Background. The CSU board of trustees oversees the CSU. The board of trustees holds the authority to adopt regulations and policies pertaining to the overall operations of the CSU, including educational policy decisions, budgeting, and campus planning. The board consists of 25 voting members. Of these, current law requires the board of trustees to consist of 16 appointive members appointed by the Governor and subject to confirmation by two-thirds of the membership of the state Senate. Current law requires the Governor to appoint a tenured CSU faculty member to the board to serve a two-year term. The Governor is required to appoint the faculty member from a list of names of at least two persons furnished by the Academic Senate of the CSU.
This bill requires two faculty members be appointed, thereby increasing appointive members from 16 to 17, and increases the number of names on the list from which the Governor must choose faculty members, from two to four persons.
3) Support and Opposition. This bill is supported by the California Faculty Association, who argues the CSU board of trustees needs another faculty voice because additional faculty “insight is invaluable in shaping policies and decisions that affect the academic integrity, educational quality, and student success within the CSU system.”
The bill is opposed by the CSU, who argue another faculty member is not necessary, because “the CSU board of trustees encourages and welcomes input from faculty and staff, and [CSU] strongly believes that their viewpoints are consistently present and heard by the full board.”
4) Related Legislation. AB 2516 (Santiago) adds a bargaining unit representative selected for a two-year term by the California State University Labor Council to the CSU board of trustees. The bill is pending in this committee.
AB 2275 (Mike Fong) specifies that the membership of the CSU board of trustees, to the greatest extent possible, be inclusive and representative of the many demographic groups found in California, among other requirements. The bill is pending in this committee.
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