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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the California Community College (CCC) Chancellor’s Office to evaluate whether a baccalaureate degree holder is paid more than an associate degree holder in the same field when conducting an existing review of whether to approve the elimination of an associate degree program at a CCC offering a baccalaureate degree in the same subject.
FISCAL EFFECT:
1) Minor One-time Proposition 98 General Fund costs, likely not in excess of $20,000 per program, to a CCC to conduct a wage analysis of baccalaureate degree earners to provide to the CCC Chancellor’s Office for review, if the CCC requests to eliminate an associate degree program. According to the Chancellor’s Office, no CCC has requested to eliminate an associate degree as a result of an approved baccalaureate degree program.

2) Minor and absorbable costs to CCC Chancellor’s Office to include the additional information in its review. 

COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
AB 2044 is a small but meaningful step forward to ensure that before a community college can eliminate an associate’s program, the Chancellor’s Office must consider long-term student success. This bill will help to safeguard the mission of the community college system, while ensuring affected students will persist with less debt, and in less time.
2) Background.  SB 850 (Block), Chapter 747, Statutes of 2014, authorized the CCC Board of Governors to establish a baccalaureate degree pilot program at CCCs. AB 927 (Medina), Chapter 565, Statutes of 2021, made the CCC baccalaureate program permanent and established certain parameters around the program. One such parameter is a requirement that a CCC offering a baccalaureate program must continue to offer an associate degree program in the same academic subject for which a baccalaureate degree program has been approved, unless that CCC receives approval from the CCC Chancellor’s Office to eliminate the associate degree program. Current law requires the Chancellor’s Office to conduct a review to approve the elimination of an associate degree program that evaluates changes to the labor market viability of the associate degree and changes to the minimum education required to maintain program accreditation.

This bill adds evaluation of whether a baccalaureate degree holder is paid more than an associate degree holder in the same field as part of the Chancellor’s Office’s review. 

3) Related Legislation. AB 2305 (Mike Fong) revises the existing submission and approval process for CCC baccalaureate program proposals by reducing the submission cycle to once per year and lengthening the review timeline. The bill is pending in this committee.
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