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ABPCA Bill Id:AB 2757 (
Author:Garcia) – As Introduced Ver:February 15, 2024
SUBJECT:  Southeast California Economic Region
SUMMARY:  AB 2757 responds to the shared economic and societal challenges in the Imperial Valley and Eastern Coachella Valley by establishing the Lithium Valley Commission. This bill would emphasize the need for a definitive economic development designation to fully harness the benefits of the Lithium Valley renewable energy development hub while aiming to enhance the region's competitiveness for federal, state, and local funding and investments.
Specifically, this bill:  
A. Would, until January 1, 2035, designate the Southeast California Economic Region, as specified, and would state that its purpose is to, among other things, better align state and federal programs, services, and funding within those communities most impacted by the extraction and processing of lithium and other minerals from the Salton Sea and additional clean energy development in the surrounding areas within the region. 

B. Requires the Inter-Agency Leadership Team, on or before June 1, 2025, to prepare a list of state programs that use the Southeast California Economic Region designation for planning and funding purposes, as specified. 

C. Authorizes the Southeast California Economic Region to facilitate regional collaboration on developing a strategy-driven plan for regional economic development, as described.

D. Makes legislative findings and declarations as to the necessity of a special statute for the County of Imperial.

E. Designates the boundaries of the Southeast California Economic Region align with the Southeast California Economic Zone recommended in the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Lithium Extraction in California report and shall include all of the following: 
1. All unincorporated areas of the County of Imperial, including, but not limited to, one or  more of the following census-designated places:
i. Bombay Beach
ii. Desert Shores
iii. El Centro Naval Air Facility CDP, California
iv. Heber
v. Niland
vi. Ocotillo
vii. Palo Verde
viii. Salton City
ix. Salton Sea Beach
x. Seeley
xi. Winterhaven

2. All unincorporated areas of the County of Riverside, including census-designated places,that lie south of the 33rd parallel north and west of the 116th meridian west.
3. All of the following incorporated jurisdictions:
i. The City of Brawley
ii. The City of Calexico
iii. The City of Calipatria
iv. The City of El Centro
v. The City of Holtville
vi. The City of Imperial
vii. The City of Coachella
viii. The City of Indio
ix. The City of Westmorland

EXISTING LAW:  
A. Establishes the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development, also known as “GO-Biz,” to, among other duties, serve the Governor as the lead entity for economic strategy and the marketing of California on issues relating to business development, private sector investment, and economic growth. 

B. Authorizes GO-Biz to develop content on its internet website or through other mediums to be used for public dissemination, through outreach activities, in order to provide information and resources to inform the general public about place-based and other geographically targeted economic development programs, including California Promise Zones and California Opportunity Zones. Existing law requires the office to convene, at least annually, representatives from various programs and agencies across the state and from various federal programs and agencies for the purpose of discussing how California can leverage promise zones and opportunity zones to meet state and local community and economic development needs.

C. Establishes the Community Economic Resilience Fund Program, within the Workforce Services Branch of the Employment Development Department, to build an equitable and sustainable economic recovery from the impacts of COVID-19 on California’s industries, workers, and communities, and to provide for the durability of that recovery by fostering long-term economic resilience in the overall transition to a carbon-neutral economy.

D. Requires the Community Economic Resilience Fund Program to be administered by the Labor and Workforce Development Agency, the Office of Planning and Research, and GO-Biz.

E. Existing law refers to these three agencies as the Inter-Agency Leadership Team. 

FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown
COMMENTS:  Economic regions in the United States promote economic development in distressed areas in the country. Currently, the Imperial Valley is grouped with San Diego as the Southern Border Region while the Eastern Coachella and Palo Verde Valleys are grouped together with the Inland Empire as part of the greater Southern California Region. Such division dilutes the interests and opportunities for constituents and developers in the Imperial, the Eastern Coachella, and Palo Verde Valleys. 
Due to their historically small populations, these desert regions have been attached to regional planning and program areas that lie beyond significant geographic barriers. For example, Imperial County has been grouped with primarily urban San Diego County and the Coachella Valley with the Inland Empire. These Southeastern communities have vastly different needs, resources, and demographic profiles. Salton Sea communities face the following hardships, separate from their current economic regional designations: 
· Environmental and economic implications due to Salton Sea degradation
· Unemployment rates higher than the state average
· Median income rates lower than the state average
· Lack of infrastructure

· Decreased local revenue
This bifurcation of communities of similar interests and needs in and around the Salton Sea, continues to impede an inclusive transition to an equitable net-zero emission economy that is inclusive and mindful of its surrounding population and its unique challenges.  
A sustained effort is underway to establish a high-road economy centered on inclusive, sustainable, and equitable use of lithium and other minerals and renewable energy resources in the Salton Sea region. Full deployment of these renewable power resources could provide a once-in-a-generation opportunity to support transformative economic growth within this historically disinvested area, bringing family-sustaining jobs and real economic opportunities to California’s most underserved residents.
Author Statement: “AB 2757 would establish the Southeast California Economic Region, which will facilitate collaboration with state, federal, regional, and local organizations, entities, and governments on issues of mutual interest that advance the economy and quality of life of residents and businesses in parts of Eastern Riverside County and the Imperial County. This bill would help the region compete for federal, state, and local funding, services, and investments.”
Argument in Support: Comite Civico Del Valle, the bill’s sponsor states, “Currently, our desert regions have been attached to regional planning and program areas that lie beyond significant geographic barriers. For example, the County of Imperial has been grouped with the primarily
urban County of San Diego and the Coachella Valley with the Inland Empire. However, our southeastern communities have vastly different needs, resources, and demographic profiles from other areas within our foster homes. This shortsighted State government administrative practice dilutes the interests, voices, and opportunities of our people and businesses that comprise the Imperial and Coachella Valleys. AB 2757 will cultivate and stimulate targeted investments by the public and private sectors in California’s southeastern desert region. AB 2757 is intended to enhance the county’s economic development toolbox by authorizing the Salton Sea Region to more authentically align communities of interest and attract public and private capital more effectively.


Argument in Opposition: None on file.
REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support
Alianza Coachella Valley
Coachella Valley Housing Coalition
Coachella Valley Water District
Comite Civico Del Valle
County of Imperial
County of Riverside Supervisor V. Manuel Perez
Desert Community College District
Desert Healthcare District and Foundation
Desert Recreation District
Imperial Valley Equity & Justice Coalition
Jobs to Move America
LA Cooperativa Campesina De California
Lift to Rise
Los Amigos De LA Comunidad, INC.
UAW Region 6
Universidad Popular
Opposition
None on file.
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