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Majority vote
SUMMARY
Grants peace officer status to custodial officers employed by Modoc County. Specifically, this bill:  Adds the county of Modoc to the list of counties that employ deputy sheriffs to perform duties exclusively or initially related to custodial assignments, including the custody, care, supervision, security, movement, and transportation of incarcerated persons, but are considered peace officers whose authority extends to any place in the state only while engaged in the performance of duties related to their employment.
Major Provisions
   
COMMENTS
Effect of Designating Custodial Deputy Sheriffs as Peace Officers:  Penal Code section 830.1 subdivision (c), custodial deputy sheriffs classification, is part of a continuum of classifications of custodial officers in county jails and other local detention facilities. Custodial officers under Penal Code sections 831 and 831.5 are not peace officers, whereas a section 830.1 subdivision (c) custodial deputy sheriff is a peace officer, "who is employed to perform duties exclusively or initially relating to custodial assignments." (Penal Code, Section 830.1, subd. (c).) One of the most significant differences between the section 830.1 subdivision (c) custodial deputy sheriffs and section 831 and 831.5 custodial officers is that as "peace officers" the section 830.1, subdivision (c) custodial deputy sheriffs are granted all the rights and protections contained in the Public Safety Officers Procedural Bill of Rights (POBOR). (See Government Code, Section 3301 et seq.)
This bill would add custodial deputy sheriffs in Modoc County to that classification.
According to the Author
"[This bill] adds the County of Modoc to PC 830.1(c), which authorizes the county to utilize its correctional officers as peace officers under certain circumstance. The flexibility authorized under Penal Code Section 830.1(c) would assist Modoc County to relieve significant local law enforcement staffing shortages. The Modoc County Sheriff's office continues to have difficulty filling deputy sheriff vacancies. Allowing a limited number of correctional officers to be included in the definition of peace officer in Modoc County will lead to increasing effectiveness of public safety in the community."
Arguments in Support
According to the California State Sheriffs' Association, "Existing law, Penal Code Section 830.1(c), provides that any deputy sheriff in 37 specified counties who is employed to perform duties exclusively or initially relating to custodial assignments with responsibilities for maintaining the operations of county custodial facilities, including the custody, care, supervision, security, movement, and transportation of inmates, is a peace officer whose authority extends to any place in the state only while engaged in the performance of the duties of his or her respective employment and for the purpose of carrying out the primary function of employment relating to his or her custodial assignments, or when performing other law enforcement duties directed by his or her employing agency during a local state of emergency.
"AB 2974 adds the County of Modoc to PC 830.1(c) to give them more flexibility to address their custodial supervision needs."
Arguments in Opposition
None submitted.
FISCAL COMMENTS
Unknown.  This bill is keyed non-fiscal by the Legislative Counsel.
VOTES
:  
YES:  
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