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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the University of California (UC) and the California State University (CSU) annually report on their respective expenditures from the moneys provided to them by the proceeds from various taxes and fees to fund road improvements, commonly referred to as “SB 1 monies.”
Specifically, this bill requires UC and CSU, on or before January 1 of each year, each submit a report to the Transportation Agency, the Assembly Committee on Transportation, the Senate Committee on Transportation, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review.  The bill requires each report to detail UC and CSU expenditures of SB 1 monies for the previous fiscal year, including, but not limited to, research activities and administration. UC and CSU must each post their respective report on its relevant research internet website.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Costs to UC and CSU each to produce and submit their report should be absorbable—presumably, this is information each university system tracks already.  In any case, whatever the costs, the expenses incurred by UC and CSU will come, presumably, from their annual SB 1 allocations, which are $5 million in the case of UC and $2 million in the case of CSU.
Nonetheless, and consistent with this committee’s rules and practice, this bill is a candidate for the suspense file because it has the primary purpose of creating a report.
COMMENTS:
Background and Purpose. The Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 (SB 1, (Beall), Chapter 5, Statutes of 2017), among other things, increased various fuel taxes and vehicle fees to provide roughly $52.4 billion over ten years in new transportation revenues and directs the funding to deferred maintenance on state highways and local streets and roads and to improving the state's trade corridors, transit and active transportation facilities.  SB 1 also dedicates $5 million annually to UC to conduct transportation-related research and $2 million annually to CSU to conduct transportation-related research and transportation-related workforce education. SB 1 calls for the research programs to be informed by input from the chairs of the Assembly and Senate Transportation committees and the Secretary of Transportation.
Both the UC and CSU have research arms focused on transportation-related issues.  The UC Institute for Transportation Studies (UC ITS) was established by the Legislature in 1947 and has branches at UC Berkeley, UC Davis, UC Irvine and UCLA. UC ITS has been the recipient of the $5 million annually SB 1 sets aside for transportation-related research at UC.
In 1991, the United States Congress established the Mineta Transportation Institute (MTI) at CSU San Jose.  MTI describes it mission as:
to increase mobility for all by improving the safety, efficiency, accessibility, and convenience of our nation's transportation system. Through research, education, workforce development and technology transfer, we help create a connected world.
MTI has been the recipient of the $2 million annually SB 1 sets aside for transportation-related research and transportation-related workforce education at CSU.
The author contends there is a “lack of transparency and accountability” around the activities of UC ITS and MTI, and intends this bill to remedy the situation.  According to the author:
This bill will help to better ensure the Legislature is aware of how educational institutions are spending their SB 1 allocations, thereby empowering legislative leaders to provide informed direction to the UC and CSU on future spending decisions.
This bill is similar to AB 313 (Frazier), of the 2019-20 Legislation Session, which would have required UC and CSU each annually report on research funded by SB 1.  The bill passed the Assembly but did not advance from the Senate Rules Committee.
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