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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  Yes
SUMMARY:
This bill requires a law enforcement agency to note in the incident report completed for a domestic violence incident to which the agency responds whether an officer responding to the domestic violence call removed a firearm or other deadly weapon from the location of the call.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Likely minor workload costs to law enforcement agencies to add the required information to their domestic violence incident reports.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
AB 2822 is a common-sense measure to address the all-too-often deadly intersection of domestic violence and gun violence by requiring law enforcement to note if they have removed a gun from the scene, as required by existing law. More than a million acts of domestic violence occur in the United States every year, and the presence of a firearm vastly increases the chance that violence will escalate to homicide. This bill will help ensure that we are keeping guns out of the hands of abusive partners and reducing incidents of gun violence and intimate partner violence
2) Background.  Current law requires a law enforcement agency to develop an incident report form that is used to collect information about each domestic violence call to which the agency responds.  For each domestic violence call, the incident report must include information about whether the officer who responded to the call observed any signs that the alleged abuser was under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance, whether the officer determined if any law enforcement agency has previously responded to a call at the same address involving the same parties, and whether the officer’s inquiries indicated the presence of a firearm or other deadly weapon at the location.  A firearm or other deadly weapon discovered by an officer at the scene of a domestic violence incident is subject to confiscation under existing law.

This bill additionally requires an agency to include in its report for a domestic violence incident whether a responding officer removed a firearm or other deadly weapon from the location.  Because law enforcement agencies already complete reports about every domestic violence incident, including this additional data on existing reports is unlikely to result in significant workload costs.
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