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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  Yes	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill clarifies that a nonminor dependent (NMD) who re-enters foster care and is ineligible for federal Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), is eligible to receive aid in the form of state Aid to Families with Dependent Children – Foster Care (AFDC-FC) if all other criteria are met.
Specifically, this bill:  
1. Establishes eligibility for an NMD who re-enters foster care, and is ineligible for federal AFDC due to cash savings above the federal limit, to receive state AFDC-FC if all other specified criteria are met.
1. Deletes reference to the $10,000 limit on the amount of cash savings a foster youth over the age of 16 or an NMD is permitted to retain and remain eligible to receive federal AFDC and instead allows eligible individuals to retain resources consistent with federal law
1. Prohibits, consistent with federal law, a youth’s resources from being evaluated after the initial determination for the same foster care episode to determine continued eligibility for a foster care maintenance payment.
FISCAL EFFECT:
The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) anticipates no costs. This bill aligns state law with federal law and with current county practices per CDSS’ All County Letter (ACL) 22-16, issued in 2022.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  The author seeks to clarify several provisions of existing law regarding the determination of benefits eligibility for youth in foster care.  According to the author:
[This bill] permits youth transitioning to adulthood from foster care the chance to grow the best financial safety net possible. Specifically, this bill updates state law to clarify that young adults have the ability to accumulate cash savings while in foster care. It is critically important that the State sets up our youth in foster care for long-term success and a financial safety net is one resource that supports future-ready transitions.
2) Background.  AFDC is aid provided on behalf of needy children in foster care who meet the eligibility requirements as specified in CDSS regulations and applicable state and federal laws. Funding is provided by either the state or federal government. Because the criteria to receive federal AFDC funding is rarely met, due to outdated income eligibility standards, California created AFDC-FC, which blends state and county funds to provide for youth who are otherwise ineligible for AFDC. This bill clarifies several eligibility determination issues regarding AFDC-FC to provide consistency with federal law and clear guidance to county program administrators.
3) Related Legislation. AB 369 (Zbur), of this legislative session, included the contents of this bill as well as provisions to expand the upper age eligibility of the Independent Living Program to 23 years of age. AB 369 was held on the suspense file in the Senate Committee on Appropriations. 
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