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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill allows the administrator of a public postsecondary educational institution to seek a school violence restraining order and injunction on behalf of a student who has suffered a credible threat of violence.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Cost pressures (Trial Court Trust Fund, General Fund) of an unknown but potentially significant amount to the courts to hear and adjudicate additional applications for restraining orders and misdemeanor violations of those orders.  Actual costs will depend on the number of orders sought and the number of violations prosecuted.  It generally costs about $1,000 to operate a courtroom for one hour.  This bill allows California’s approximately 150 public higher education institutions to seek school violence restraining orders.  If orders sought by these institutions and related misdemeanor cases take 150 or more hours of court involvement statewide, cost pressures would exceed this committee’s suspense threshold.

Although courts are not funded on the basis of workload, increased pressure on the Trial Court Trust Fund may create a need for increased funding for courts from the General Fund.  The Governor’s 2024-25 budget proposes $83.1 million ongoing from the General Fund to backfill declining revenue to the Trial Court Trust Fund.  According to the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the General Fund faces a structural deficit in the tens of billions of dollars over the next several fiscal years.  

COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
AB 2096 will better protect students, faculty, and staff at California’s many public postsecondary institutions by expanding the eligible use of School Violence Restraining Orders (SVROs). . . .Unfortunately, students and staff at public, postsecondary institutions in California cannot currently utilize this remedy. All they can do under current law is ask for their Chief Administrative Officer to notify the threatening person that they are not welcome on campus or rely on law enforcement and criminal remedies, including trespassing and disorderly conduct offenses, which are misdemeanor offenses, and neither are firearm prohibiting. 

2) Background.  Existing law provides a number of circumstance-specific restraining orders intended to help a person who requests protection from a person who has made credible threats against them.  A restraining order typically starts as a temporary restraining order.  If a temporary restraining order has been granted, a hearing must be held within 21 days for the judge to decide whether to extend the restraining order further.  A willful violation of a restraining order is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in county jail.  In California, there are gun violence restraining orders, domestic violence restraining orders, workplace violence restraining orders, and, pertinent to this bill, school violence restraining orders.  Currently, the administrator of a private postsecondary college or university in California may obtain a protective order on behalf of a student to protect them against a credible threat of violence made off campus that could be reasonably construed to be a threat that would be carried out on the school campus. 
This bill expands the applicable definition of “postsecondary educational institution” to also include public institutions.  As a result, the bill authorizes an administrator at a public college or university in California to seek and obtain a school violence restraining order to protect a student.
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