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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill authorizes the Governor to appoint a Red Ribbon Panel (Panel) to address the murdered or missing indigenous persons (MMIP) crisis.  The Panel must produce and submit to relevant stakeholders, by January 1, 2026, a study with recommendations to address the MMIP crisis.
FISCAL EFFECT:
Cost pressures (General Fund) of an unknown but potentially significant amount, depending on the scope of the Panel’s operations.  The bill permits but does not require the Governor to appoint members to the Panel.  The bill does not specify whether members will be compensated, eligible for a per diem, or reimbursed for expenses incurred while working for the Panel.  The bill also does not specify whether the Panel may hire staff or contract with other parties to produce the required report.
Regardless, consistent with Appropriations Committee rules and practice, this bill is eligible for placement on the suspense file because it has the primary purpose of requiring a study.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose.  According to the author:
The Missing or Murdered Indigenous Persons (MMIP) crisis deeply affects Indigenous communities, especially in California, where cases often go unresolved.  AB 2944 aims to address the MMIP crisis by establishing a Red Ribbon Panel led by tribal leaders and stakeholders to study and recommend actions by 2026.  This bill acknowledges the disproportionate impact on Indigenous communities in California and seeks to address the systemic issues contributing to MMIP cases, prioritizing the safety and well-being of Indigenous individuals.  A California-centric study on MMIP, involving all relevant stakeholders is needed to develop meaningful recommendations to identify, prioritize, and address the root causes of the MMIP crisis and take effective steps towards ensuring the safety and well-being of Indigenous communities in California.

2) Background.  According to the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Native American and Alaska Native rates of murder, rape, and violent crime are all higher than the national averages.  When looking at missing and murdered cases, data shows that Native American and Alaska Native women make up a significant portion of missing and murdered individuals.

The MMIP crisis refers to these disproportionately high rates of murder and disappearance of Indigenous people, whose cases are often unresolved, unsolved, or even unacknowledged outside of Indigenous communities.  California has the largest population of Indigenous people in the U.S.  However, despite growing awareness of the MMIP crisis, there is still a dearth of adequate data, investigative resources, and solutions to address this significant problem.

This bill allows the Governor to appoint a Red Ribbon Panel with the primary purpose of producing a report of recommendations about the MMIP crisis to tribes, California’s federal elected officials, the Legislature, counties, cities, and federal, tribal, state, county, and local law enforcement agencies.  The bill specifies more than 30 members who will make up the Panel, including tribal leaders from across the state, representatives of law enforcement agencies, and representatives from California state agencies like the Office of Emergency Services and the Department of Social Services, among others.  As described above, it is difficult to assess the costs associated with this measure because it includes few details about the Panel’s staffing, compensation, or operations.  The author may wish to consider amendments to provide additional direction to the Panel and to help define the scope of this endeavor.
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