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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND THE ECONOMY
Carlos Villapudua, Chair
ABPCA Bill Id:AB 2163 (
Author:Gallagher) – As Introduced Ver:February 6, 2024
SUBJECT:  California-Ireland Trade Commission
SUMMARY:  AB 2163 proposes the establishment of the California-Ireland Trade Commission, designed to function as a crucial advisory entity for both the Governor and Legislature. The primary objective is to institutionalize and strengthen trade ties and economic collaborations between California and Ireland. 
Specifically, this bill:  
A. Requires the Governor to establish the California-Ireland Trade Commission as an advisory body to the Governor and the Legislature, consisting of seven specified appointed members, upon the availability of sufficient funding resources for this purpose, as provided. 
B. Establishes the various purposes of the commission, which would include advancing bilateral trade and investment between California and Ireland.
C. Requires the commission to report its findings, results, and recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature within one year of its initial organizational meeting and by February 1 of each succeeding year, as specified. 
D. Requires the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development to consider the commission’s recommendations when updating its strategy for international trade and investment. 
E. Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the Governor shall, upon the availability of sufficient existing resources, nonstate funds, or both, establish the California-Ireland Trade Commission as an advisory body to the Governor and the Legislature.
EXISTING LAW:  
A. Establishes the Governor as the primary state officer representing California’s interest in international affairs, to the extent that representation is not in conflict with federal law or the California Constitution. 
B. Establishes the Lieutenant Governor as the Chair of the Commission for Economic Development to improve trade opportunities for California, and develop international partnerships for foreign companies to do business in the state and for California.
C. Requires the Office of Planning and Research to maintain and update a list of all state agreements made with foreign governments. 
D. Requires the Director of the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development to provide the Legislature with an updated strategy for international trade and investment, that includes, at a minimum, specified components, once every five years.
FISCAL EFFECT:  Unknown
COMMENTS: The Committee proposes technical amendments to address implementation concerns including appointments, commission structure, and appointee reimbursement.  California is home to over 2,000,000 Irish Americans, making it the state with the largest Irish American population in the U.S. The historical ties date back to the Gold Rush era when many Irish immigrants settled in California. Notable Californians of Irish heritage have significantly influenced the state's development and prosperity.
Trade Information: Ireland's economy has shown robust growth, making it an attractive partner for international trade and investment. Despite global challenges, Ireland has remained resilient, showcasing strength in sectors like technology, pharmaceuticals, and renewable energy. The U.S. and Ireland have shared strong trade relations, with U.S. goods exports to Ireland exceeding $13.8 billion in recent years, and Ireland being a significant source of foreign direct investment into the U.S.
Past Legislation: SB 357 (Hueso, 2017), Vetoed – Would have required GO-Biz to establish and operate, or create a public-private partnership to establish and operate, an international trade and investment office in Mexico City, Mexico, by July 1, 2018.
Other states including, New Jersey has established a similar commission through A4055 (2022), creating the New Jersey-Ireland Trade Commission to enhance bilateral trade and investment, and foster academic and business exchanges between New Jersey and Ireland. This serves as a model for the proposed California-Ireland Trade Commission, indicating a growing trend in state-level initiatives to strengthen economic ties with Ireland. *(https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/20230607c.shtml)
*(4055_S1.PDF (njleg.gov)
Following NJ, West Virginia enacted House Bill 3307 (2023) to establish the West Virginia-Ireland Trade Commission. The Commission shall include nine members; two senators, two delegates, and five members appointed by the Governor. Legislative members shall serve two years terms and Governor Appointments shall serve four-year teams. The purpose of the commission is to advance bilateral trade and investment between West Virginia and Ireland, initiate joint action on policy issues of mutual interest to West Virginia and Ireland, promote business and academic exchanges between West Virginia and Ireland, and encourage mutual investment in the instruction, and Ireland.
*(HB 3307 Text (wvlegislature.gov)
*(House Passes Bill to Create West Virginia-Ireland Trade Commission - Wrap Up   (wvlegislature.gov)

Author Statement: “AB 2163 is a visionary step towards tapping into the untapped potential between California and Ireland, two regions rich in shared heritage and mutual economic interests. This legislation aims to build a solid framework for enhancing trade, investment, and educational exchanges, thereby fostering innovation and economic growth. Establishing the California-Ireland Trade Commission is not just about honoring our shared history; it's about creating a brighter, more prosperous future for Californians and Irish alike. It's time we leverage our unique relationship to bring about tangible benefits for our communities, from job creation to educational opportunities.”
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