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Urgency:  No	State Mandated Local Program:  No	Reimbursable:  No
SUMMARY:
This bill requires the California Department of Veterans Affairs (CalVet) to submit an annual report to the Governor and the Legislature on the findings of its internal auditor.
Specifically, this bill:  
1) Requires CalVet, beginning July 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, to submit a report to the Governor, Legislature, the Senate Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, and the Assembly Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs.

2) Requires the report to include a description of significant problems discovered by CalVet’s internal auditor and a summary of investigations and reviews conducted by CalVet during the previous year. 

3) Requires the report be made available to the public and posted on the office’s internet website.

FISCAL EFFECT:
1) Ongoing costs, likely minor, for CalVet’s internal auditor to annually provide a summary report to the Governor and Legislature and to post the report on its website. While the actual costs are unknown, it is unlikely providing this report will require the attention of a full-time staff position.
2) CalVet anticipates information technology (IT) General Fund costs of an unknown amount for necessary automation updates.  
It is the policy of this committee to place any bill the committee concludes has the primary purpose of creating a task force, a commission, a work group, a pilot project or a pilot project extension, a report or a study on the committee’s suspense file, regardless of cost.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. The author seeks to provide greater transparency and accountability to the Legislature and the public by requiring CalVet to provide an annual summary of its internal audit findings.
2) Background.  CalVet serves nearly two million California veterans and their families, representing 8% of the total U.S. veteran population. CalVet seeks to ensure all veterans and their families are connected to the state and federal benefits and services to which they are entitled. 
CalVet oversees eight veterans’ homes and operates two veterans’ cemeteries with a third under development. In addition, CalVet is responsible for the Veterans Housing and Homelessness Prevention Program, approving schools' eligibility for GI Bill funds, the Homeless Veteran Outreach Support Program, the California Veterans Registry, the DVBE Advisory Council, programs for incarcerated veterans, administering funding for County Veteran Service Officers, and programs to reach women veterans and minority and underrepresented veterans.

SB 921 (Lieu), Chapter 731, Statutes of 2012, among other provisions, requires the California Military Department (CMD) IG to annually provide a report to the Governor and the Legislature containing a description of significant problems discovered by the office and a summary of investigations conducted by the office during the previous year. The IG must make the report publically available and post it on the office’s internet website. SB 921 also requires the IG to provide the Legislature a quarterly public report that includes all investigations completed in the previous quarter. 

This bill is creates similar reporting requirements for CalVet’s internal audit unit.
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